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* For the Honourable: 
ROBERT BOTH, Eſquire. 
| L- Know wothing ( Sir) more" incon- 
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ent keg right Reafon, or which 
more T be Reformw'd "> 
ef Liarwed men, than their way 
” > Sari Books : And that we 
the better underſtand what” 
4 be done in this Age, let us look back 
into what was done By the Antients,. 
The Poets did indeed invoke their 
Gods or the Maſes in the beginning of 
their Works, but that was ke: to 
obtain their aſiſtance, than to beſtow 
party 5 th, bro 
raifing ! is whis a ſafe Subje 
b wick they could nat exceed : And 
therefore, though theſe Truocations 
were the firſt occaſion of writing Dedi- 
cations toMortals, yet Flattery in this 


made” them miſtake their: Model 


ar, that'at of the P 
Cee wife thei 
Emperours; 


Emperours, as if they had been Gods 
as welt as Patrons. | 

Others of the Poets did wery anti- 
ently Dedicate their Works to Men al- 
ſo, as Hefiod who was older than Ho- 
mer, dedicates or rather addreſſes his 
firſt Poem to. Perſes ; but tis very ob- 
ſernaable, that he and. others in ſuch 
like Addreſſes, rather excite the Fer- 
ſens 10 whom they. addreſs to Vertue 
and Glory, than magnify them for ha-* 
ving attain d to the perfettion of cither 
ay 4x" Tet ſome of theſe Poets have 
leff v5 Ded'catrons ſo excelbent, that 
they are as lutle to be imitated as 


cenſaa'd, ſuch as : 

Hor, Epiſt. %. Lib. 2. 
Cum.tor ſiſfneas fe tara Negociaſolus - 
Res iralay Armis rareriy : QMOCy 2 


| ;1 be; 
Leon apa Connoleprem 
And others of them,ſuch as Virgil, 
end their Poems with very decent and 
delicare Complements, as. that which 
«loſes the 41h Book of bis Geargicks, 
es even 
oriby* ; ty ad at 
K Euptuatear bd'o, ViRws vols 


Pers. popules. tat Jura, viamg; afteftar Olympo, 
which 
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—— a Ps a 


ſeeking 


- 
«O00 4: — —. _ — 
—_ _ 


which exceed, in my humble Opinion, 
the fam'd and larges Dedications of 


* Grotius aud Caufabon. 


It was «ſual the modeſt An- 
tients to addreſs their Books to ſuch 
as they thought able to correft them, 
rather Advice than Patronage: 
And thus Plhutarch rells ws in the 
Life of Lucullus, That Scylla ha- 
ving wrote an Hiſtory, ſent it to Lu- 
cullus to be correfted; and in; 
theGreek word uſed there, 


ſeems to me to import only adlocutio, 


And I think that rhe Antients have 
found Protetion 'and Patronage even 
in thoſe Addreſſes wherein Advice 
was ſought for » who durſt have cen- 
far'd, arTvully obſerves, what Brotus 

or Pomponius Atticus approved? 
Some alſo prefixt modeſt Prefaces, 
wherein they acknowledged the Fa- 
Vours dont them, and fold the occaſion 
of their Writing, as Vitravius to Au- 
guſtus ; others did thereafter in imi- 
ration of the Wiiters of Tragedies 
and Comedics,addveſs rhemſelves in 
a Prologue, as Valerius Maximus to 
A 2 Tiberius ; 


Tiberius ; and this I think he.did, 
to give his Fancy ſcope, as a Poet, to 
praiſe with the Latituge that Poets . 
take ; ag that is the firſt Debaich 
I find committed of this kind, 
for he could not have ſaid greater 
things to a worſe May. 
| 7; ſhun which Exceſs, ſome gave to 
their Books the Names of theMa eſes,as 
Herodotus ; or 0 A men of ogy 4 
as Plato did in Socrates, or Tull 
in Lzxlius,@c. or elſe omitted all 4 
dreſſes, as Thucidides, Livy, Saluſt, 
or at moſt extended not their Addre fe 
ſes beyond a mere Compellation, ſuch 
as that in $t. Luke to Theophilus, 
by which poſſibly may be meant any 
Chriſtian under this appellative Name, 
rather than a particular Patron or | 
\ Friend, as ſome Books are now addreſ- 
" fed to the Chriſtian Reader, in imi- | 
tation it may be of him ; ; for” tis ob- | 
ſervable that the Church-men imi- | 
tated this Kdmrs Oxbprngs, of St. Luke, *' 
and thus Origen dedicates his Book 


azainſt Celſus,with this Compellation, 
gud Aupgtns * And Euſebius names 
bis | 


_—_—— — 


| 


his Patron adn $125 .Oex, 
At laſt the word Dedication was 


brought 'm_ by Flattery, 'and Books 
were Cledicated to Mey in imitation of 
their dedicating Temples,Statues,and 
other things to the dk nor did this 
extravagant way of exce a 
ever 4 pear tilt the World pts HE 
Tiberis corrupted in all its Morals. 
This depraved Cuſtom was alſo' much 
bejghtned by theP icks.made by 
Pliny 70 Trajan, and by Euſebius to 
the Great Conſtantine, who 
that they might more juſtly praiſe the 
. good than others might im — 
'TORrs, tho' I amafraid the Eloquence 
which charms us in thoſe two Diſcour+ 


ſes, ſhall never te able to account for 


the ill Exampl: they bave 

My deft rug gate is bo ew Thas 
we can 5 little juſtify our Flattery ” 
the Prattice of the Antients as by t 
Principles of Reaſon, by which they at 
ways regulated their Eloguence ; And 
therefore it ſeems to me, that Dedica» 
tions ſhould be brought back to the an- 
tient Model, either of a naked Com- 
pellation 


wours which ſatisfies gratitude, or of 
exciting the perſons to whom we write, 
to deſerve thoſe praiſes which are u:w 
maſt unjuſtly Kells upon them which 
. #@ Chtifian Duty. And I cannot but 
hire three wery 11] Conſequences 
ch ariſe naturally and neceſſarily 
{yn e Dedications ; the firſt is, 
and. C 


they learnmen to (2 and flatter, 
this. Crime, and made it a Duty Se- 


bath almoſt legitimated 
condly, They have poiſon'd the very 
Fount aims of T1 "ugy'® ar, that Poſte-* 
rity can hardly diſtingniſh betwixt 
ſ who yu "ory Sy : ill, 
tery thinking always fit to ſuppl 

by rc eme ve raiſes whe is NE 
ty due merit ; and therefore by how 
much their Patrons deſerve ill, they 
praiſe ſo much the more, and the on- 
ly mark of Vertue in an Aw hor or Me» 
rit'in @ Fatron now is, - that there is 
wo extraordinary thing ſaid in a 

Addreſs to the one by (he other ; for 
who can believe an Author ſpeaks truth 


pellation which ſatisfies abundantly | 
Friendjbip, or of acknowledging Fa- 
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1 i his Book, who lyes aud flatters in 


its very beginzing ;'or that a. Patron 


has any modeſtly or common ſenſe, vho 


ſuffers himfelf ro be ſo impoſed upmm? 


If the Patron believe what the Aus 
thor ſays, he muſt be a fool ; and if he 
believes him not, he muſt think the 
Author one ; and fince they who lye im- 
probably;are thought fools in all things 
elſe, why not in thts t0d, in which they 
exteed the moſt Romaiitich Travel- 
lers, for they omly would in poſe on us 
tt things t*bich we Fnow not,” but theſe 
in things wherein we'tannot but diſco 
ver them? andl wonder why they do 
wor as well praife the French King for 
having found out Anerica,or for hav- 
bg ra AY Alexander the Great, 
as for thofe things which they of late 
aferibe to him" in thelr Dedications. 
Thirdly, Our late Dedications have 
really corrupted the Elogitnce of the 
Age ; for whereas the true Ornaments 
of Ploquence are to be natural and de- 
cent in expreſſing our Thoughts, theſe 
Dedications have blown our ſtyle into 
a Tympany, and bave ruined it's natu- 


ral 


ral Beauty. b ome and il} placed. 
9 Uaken Paints : Which 

Ibxtt I \ap- eE - Chryſ IPpus, as 
EE, Laertius tells us, de- 
m yer pit» cry all Dedications 
ng to. Kings and Prim 
Saaaies ces, leſt they ſhould en- * 
wermpimn tice men to Flattery; | 
but this were to run from 
one Exceſs to another. 
I Defign, Sir, nothing in this E/- 
ſay,but to hold out a -Lanthorn to thoſe | 
Ee ready to [plit on a Rock ; and © | 
TI wiſh rather that this may be one of | 
the Works that may - Hollow me, | 
than one of thoſe that may bring, | 
me Reputation : And I ſend this 
to you 25 Lucullus did to Scylla | 
for Corredtion ;. cr as Cicero did 
to Atticus, as a tokenof our Friend» 
hip, and of my Jult efteew of your | 
Piety and Learning, | 


4 


Kale . 
G. M. 


| 
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PART I. 


How weakly Men reaſon in 
matters of greateſt Impor- 


Fance. 


T may ſeem a bold Underta- 

; king 4n any man to owne 

; right Reaſon in this Age, it 
being the declared Enemy of 

our intereits and inclinations, for 
it may poſlibly excite man to re- 
fle& upon what the World and 
himſelf does, and ſo inſpire him 
with thoughts contrary to thoſe 
which are generally received, and 
that is the only unpardonable Er- 
rour. It may likewiſe ſeem ridi- 
culous to think, that there is any 
common Standard of Reaſon a- 
A 2 mongſt 


[4] 


mongſt men, ſince that charms 
in one Country, . which .is abhor.- 
red in others, and the very ima» 
ginary lines which divide King- 
doms, ſeem likewiſe to divide thetr 
ms of thinking, and to make a 
different Geography in the Reaſon 
which they adore, as well as in 
the Earth on which they tram- 
ple ; every Age of the World has 
almoſt had a different way of rea- 
ſoning , and every Age in Man 
ſuggeſts to him contrary thoughts, 
ia the preſent he condemns what 
himſelf formerly admir'd : So lit- 
tle influence has it upon the beſt 
refin'd Judicatures and Aſſemblies, 
that the moſt infallible Church- 
men, the moſt learned Judges, 
and the moſt zealous Patriots muſt 
truſt to Voting, becaule they can» 
not to Reaſoning, and they are 
by - this likewiſe ſo often miſled, 
that it may be expeed men will 
one: day agree to: decide matters 
by the feweſt Votes, as the _ 

ve 


— - 
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have always told us, that Votes 
are rather to.be weighed, than 
numbred. It has: often; grieved 
me, 4þhat men could gueſs rhe de- 
cifion and determination of any 
int to:be debated, before they 
zeard the;Reaſons-to be produced 
vgon either ſlide, and to hear them 
laugh at; ſuch-as truſted ro the 
folidity of the Reaſons they were 
to produce, being fully convinced 
that the- point would be determi- 
ned by. Intereſt, and not by Rea» 
acl . The "% O wo was much 
1n.! e.-rig « W , Ne regret ed, 
that:his Predeceſlors had not obli- 
ged, him to worſhip a reaſonable 
Man; yet his choice in this had 
been, unſucceſsful; for 'it would 
have teen, as hard to#have; found 
him-, except he had believed his 
Prieſt, who had undoubtedly told 
him he was the man. And tho' I 
believe not that French Phyſician 
who aſſures us,. he found in his 
Travels a Nation that differed al- 
A 3 together 


[6] 
together from us in our way''of 
reaſoning, as if God - deſign'd to 
ſhew Mankind-that- his Omnipo- 
tency 15 not tyed in this to any 
known meaſures ; /yet I ſee, even 
amongſt our ſelves, that Conve- 
niency ( the gentler name of A- 
varice) Pride, Revenge, Bigotry, 
Education, and every thing elſe 
paſs for Reaſon, except Reaſon it 
ſelf, which makes me oft-times cry 
i [s this that noble _—_— fore 
me after the 1 God | 
whom Chriſt bred, Sed bs 45 oh 
Co-beir with him of his everlaſting 
Kingdoms, All which notwith- 
ſRanding| it is undeniably true, that 
there is ſomething in man more 
ſublime than can be aſcribed to 
fleſh and blood, 'that dull matter 
could never inſpire him with theſe 


penetrating, ſubtil, comprehenſive, 
a and elevated thoughts, 


which made the ns believe, 
that his Soul was-particula Divine 
Nature, a parcel of that ſame Dj- 
vine 
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[7] 
vine Subſtance of which the Gods 
were formed, and that men fo 
qualified were demi-Gods, and 
God Almighty himſelf has by a 
ſurer Revelation revealed to us, 
that this Noble Soul was formed 
after his Image, and it was moſt 
conſequential that-God who is in» 
finite, being to communicate him- 
ſelf to ſome of his Creatures , to 
the end his Greatneſs and Good- 
neſs might be known to them, he 
ſhould in order-to this breathe in- 
to them fomewhar 'that -might 
comprehend, 'at leaſt, ſome Ideas 
of that infinite Perff#fion 3; and 
therefore it was neceſſary that the 
Soul ſhould be an image of -what 
was infinite, and that we might 
underſtand this from ſome- exre- 
riour and ſenſible repreſentations 
and things, he has formed'his very 
body ( the Casket wherein that 
Noble Jewel is kept) after a very 
wonderful manner, thus by ſmall 


and  interceptible Rays darted- in 
A 4 to 


[8] 
to his Eye, the repreſentations of 
the vaſt Hemiſphere, are imprin- 
ted fo on that litrle Tablet, that 
it ſeems as great and dillin@ there, 
as in the Original ; all he ever 
heard is laid up in his memory, 
as diſtinatly as Papers in a Ca- 
binet. And almoſt by the ſame 
motion of the Tongue ; or at 
leaſt, without any ſtudied va- 
riation, vaſt numbers of delicate 
words, or harmonious ſounds, 
do, in a way unknown, and 
unperceptible by Fleſh and Blood, 
fally out in mighty Swarms and 
Armies, which paſſing thus un- 
diſcovered, through the Air, en» 
ter at many thouſand Ears in 
the fame Figure, Ranks, and 
Files, wherein they were at firſt 
ſpoke; and there, in a ſpiritual 
way, they charm ſome, and en- 
rage others ; they animate ſome, 
and diſcourage others ; working 


almoſt as great varieties as they 


bring. 


Divine 
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Divine Wiſdom alſo foreſecing 
that Intereſt would perſwade mcn 
to pull all to pieces, whilſt cach 
drew all to himſelf, he impreſt up- 
on this 'Soul common Principles, 
which even thoſe mult reverence 
who negle& them, and therefore 
they err, not in the rule, but in 
the application, and cheat them- 
ſelves by Subterfuges , the recur- 
ring to which infers neceſfarily, 
that theſe Principles are ſubmitted 
to by the moſt ſtubborn,and ſome- 


what reſpeRted by the wildeſt in 


{ublunary matters; and yet in 
what concerns our immortal Souls, 
and eternal ſtate, we are more 
negligent, as will appear too clear- 
ly by theſe following Particulars 
which I have claſſed according to 
their different inferences. 

I have oft-times admird to ſce 
men buſied about nothing, ſave ex- 
ternal and ſenſual Objects ; bur it 
is. yet ſtranger to find , that a- 
mongſt ſuch as are convincd, that 

A 5 Knows 


[10] 
Knowl is as much to be pre- 
ferr'd ot other things, as the 
Soul is to the Body ; there are 
yet ſome ſo ſenſual, even in this 
point, that the knowledge they 
ſeek after is but a meer delicate 
ſenſuality. Mathematicians conſi- 
der chiefly how to meaſure Bo- 
dies, Phyſicians how to know and 
cure men, as Souldiers -do how: 
to deſtroy them. But the ſtudy 
of Chriſtian Morality (which has 
for its Objet the Soul of Man 
heightned by the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion » teaching him how to un- 

erſtand the duty of that Soul to 
God) is too much nepleed, as 
a thing obvious and caſte : Where- 
*as when our Saviour came into the 
World, he neither taught Mathe- 
maticks, Medicine, nor Phyſiolo- 

y, tho all theſe were much con- 
Fdered in that Age wherein he 
aſſum'd our Nature ; and he could 
have made himſelf as'much' ad- 
mird by clearing myſterious 
doubts 
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(11 ] 
doubts in theſe, as by working 
Miracles ; but he paſſing by all 
theſe as leſs uſeful Notions, and 
ſuch as roo frequently divert and 
diſtrat,rather than inform ; he de- 
clares he was come to make Man * 
happy, and begins his Miniſtry 
by an admirable Sermon on the 
Mount, whereby, in order to the 
making him happy, he teaches 
him to reaſon rightly upon his 
duty to God and Men : and it 1s 
ſtrange, that we ſhould think dull 
matter is able to afford more no- 
ble Contemplations, than that ſub- 
tle, that ſublime, that vaſt, and 
that nimble Soul, which retains 
ſo far the Image of* its Maker, as 
to be inſcrutable in all its facul- 
ties : and Oh what wonderful 
Springs and Motions, what va- 
rious windings and flights, what 
boundleſs and new Spheres and 
Worlds are there in his RefleRi- 
ons, and what things are daily 
ſaid, and Volumes written on the 
Love 


(12) 
Love to Women, which is but the 
excurſion of one of them. Our 
diſeaſes cannot conceal themſelves 
being tyed to matter, but the dit 
eaſes of our immortal Souls are fo 
concealed by Self-love , which 
loves to cover its own imperſeCti- 
ons, and to hide its own retreats, 
that they are paſt finding out ; 
and if a little Microſcope can dif- 
cover to the Eye new and ſtrange 
things in ObjeRs that have been 
daily fcen, without being conſide- 


red for many Ages ; what won- - | 


derful diſcoveries may ſerious 
thinking men make in ſo immenſe 
an Obje&t that has been ſo much 
neglected > eſpecially ſince the 
thoughts of Man do change and 
vary themſelves into , as many 
ſhapes, and give themſelves as 
many colours as they pleaſe : and 
every. Duty or Errour 1s really a 
different Objet as they are in 
conjunction with, or in oppoſition 


to one another ; whereas all other 
| Objeas 


[ 13 ] 


ObjeRs are incapable of ſuch Va- 
riations either from themſelves or 
others : And tho' God has de- 
ſign'd to be known in his Works, 
yet he ſeems on purpoſe to have 
made the knowledge of them fo 
unſearchable to Natural Philoſo- 
phers, and the ſucceſs ſo little able 
to reward or honour their Endea- 
vours, to the end they might the 
more reliſh Moral Philoſophy, 
which is then only uncertain when 

like the other it grows more a Sct- 
\ ence than a Duty. 

In my reaſoning I will uſe the 
Forms preſcribd by God himſelf 
in his holy Scriptures ; wherein _ 
when he would convince man of 
his Folly, Sin, or Ingratitude, he 
argues with him from his own 
conceſſions, in theſe caſes, or his 
own practice, on. all other occa- 
fions : As for inſtance, when he 
ſends Nathan to David, he asks 
him what the Man deferv'd, who 
having great Herds and FRO 


[ 14 ] 
of his own, took a poor Man's 
Lamb out of his Boſom > And 
David, having in great anger 
ſworn that he ſhould die, Nu- 
than then tells him, it was his 
caſe, and condemns him from 
his own mouth : And God fays 
to his People, who acknowledg'd 
him to be their Lord and Fa- 
ther, but walk'd not ſuitably to 
their acknowledgment. f 7 be 
a Father, where is mine Tonour, 
and if I be a Maſter, where is 
my Fear > Malach. 1. 6. He calls 
to them, //ai. x. 18. Come, let us 
reaſon together ; and admiring the 
unreaſonableneſs of unthinking 
Man, he appeals to the Heavens 
and Earth, Fear, O Heavens, 
and give ear, 0 Farth, for the 
Lord hath ſpoken / I have nou- 
riſhed and ro ht up Children, 
and they have relelled againſt me / 
The od knoweth his Owner, and 
the Aſs his Maſter's Crib : But 


Ifrael doth not know, my a 
0 


[ 15 ] 
do not confider ! And in the fe» 
veral Goſpels, we find 'our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, after the ſame man- 
ner, confuting the Jews, and con- 
vincing all his Hearers. Nor do 
I find ſo much delicate reaſoning 
in any of thoſe Books, highly 
eſteem'd by our Men of Senſe, 
who ſlight too much that admi- 
rable one, which God himſelf 
owns as his ſacred Word : And 
I admire our Saviour, as much 
for his Reaſonings as for his Mi- 
racles, Thus when he would con- 
vince Men of the folly of care- 
ing immoderately for the things 
of this World, he asks them, 
What profit ſhall it be &0 gain 
all the World, that ſoon periſhes, 
if they loſe their own Soul, 
which is Immortal > And which 
of you, (fays our Lord) by taking 
thought, can add one cubit to his 
ſtature > And urges'them, not to 
fear want, becauſe, if 'they -who 
are ſinful know how to provide 


for 


[ 16 } 
for their own Families, how 
much more ſhall your Father, 
which is in Heaven, know how 
to provide for you, | if ye be 
his Children 2 Behold, ( ſays our 
bleſſed Maker ) the Fowls of the 
air, for they ſow not, neither do 
they reap, yet your Fleavenly Fa- 
ther feedeth them; are mot you 
much better than they 2? 

For eſtabliſhing this my Po- 
ſition, it 1s fit to conſider, that 
ſuch as are reaſonable, endea- 
vour to ſhew it in the greateſt 
concerns; and it implies a want, 
or weakneſs of Reaſon, to be ex- 
at and delicate in inconſidera- 
ble and filly things, and yet to 
err and be careleſs in matters of 
greateſt conſequence : And who 
-would not laugh at an Ambaſ- 
ſadour or a General, who would 
value himſelt upon his Dancing 
or Playing upon the Lute, be- 
ſtowing upon theſe Exerciſes the 
time due to his King, Country, 
and 


[ 17 ] 
and Negotiations ; which makes 
me admire, why in this fooliſh 
Age, we call theſe Men of good 
Senſes, and ſtrong Spirits, who 
can criticiſe Virgil, Fuvenal, Livie, 
Tacitus, or it may be, underſtand 
the Mathematicks, or Converſa- 
tion ; whilſt we are convincd, 
that albeit they believe there 1s 
a God, yet they mind him not, 
and care leſs for their Souls than 
they do for any of their ordi- 
nary recreations, tho' they are 
forc'd to tremble at its ill condi» 
tion, when they begin to con» 
ſider it. 

One of the things which 
prompted me to write this Book, 
was the reading of a French Trea- 
tiſe, De la Fuſteſſe, wherein, tho' 
he made. me expect great mat- 
ters, by promiſing to learn us 
to think juſtly; yet it only 
taught how to chuſe true Ept- 
thets, or underſtand Criticiſms, 
and ſuch trivial knacks: But, 
alas, 


[ 18 ] 
alas, it is more to be regreted, 
that Men ſhould have the ſenſe 
to laugh at others, for not ha- 
ving conſidered the Plot and de- 
ſign of their Plays ; whilſt ma- 
ny who paſs for refind Wits, 
want one in their whole life,; 
and where the want of it is not 
only a greater ſhame, but is of 
greater danger, ſince a Man can- 
not err here without being rut» 
ned to all eternity : And one 
of theſe great Wits, without a 

folid deſign in his life, appears 
tome, hke a glorions, firſt-rate 
Ship , magnificent equippd., 

nichly ind abundantly 
provi rp all ne > but 
becauſe it wants a Rudder, and 
a skiltul Pilot, fluctuating in a 
great Storm, and near a dan- 
gerous Shore, on which it is dri- 
ven with violence, threatend by 
the Wind, and overflown by the 
Billows ; ſometimes ſhatter d by 
one Rock, and ſometimes by a- 
nother, 
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nother, till at laſt it ſinks down 
arrecoverably into an unfathom- 
able and dreadful Abyſs. © Whe- 
ther'-then is the Owner of this 
Ship, who looks on unconcern- 
edly, and perhaps, would not 
leave his Whore, Game, or Sup- 
= or that Poet, who wrote 
is Play without a Plot, molt to 
_ contemnd ? 'Yet he who 'has 

no defign 'to fave his immortal 
Soul from - endleſs torments, is a 
much greater Fool than either ; 
which recommends ' to' \me *the 
ſenſe of.a Wiſer, tho" a Heathen 
Poet, on this ſubjeR, and which 
I wiſh "the whole Tribe would 
ſcriouſly "conſider. 


Dijcare, 0 yas, "rauſas cogmſcite rerun, 
pk ſu quidnam witturt gignimus, orda. 
Ai Vlad, pY mete quam millts flexus 7 «nie. 
Qints ' modus dtgents, quid fas optare, quia 4/per, 
Urile nummus babet : parris cart/que propinguts 
Quantum elargirt deceat ; quem te Deus eſſe 
Faſſit (f humana qua parte loc atus es in re, 


It is a pleaſant thing to hear 
us 
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us admire Men, for conſidering 
exaAtly the Anatomy, Specialities, 
and Natures of Fiſhes, Fowls, 
Flies, and other Inſects ; and yet 
never. conſlider- whence / them» 
ſelves came, whither they are 
going, or what is their duty 
whilſt they remain here. And 
I wonder why we ſhould think 
it juſt, to: look upon Men 1n 
Bed/am, tho they be very rea- 
ſonable in many things, if they 
be very diſtraſted in any one ; 
as I know one, who Gem'd a 
diſcreet Perſon, and” could con- 
verſe moſt pertinently :in- every: 


thing, till they ſpoke of the Moon; | 


but upon hearing that namd, 
fell inſtantly a ſtaring, and into 
rune extravagancies, believing 
imlelf to .be Sccretary to the 
Moon : And others wall be dif- 
creet enough, till you mention 
the name ot ſuch a Man or Wo- 
man ; and yet we do not con- 


clude ſuch mad and diſtracted , 
who, 
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who, tho” they underſtand to 


meaſure Heaven, -never deſign to 
enter into it; and who can e&& 
loquentrly convince Men of eter- 
= Torments, and fright them 
from the wicked courſe which 
lead to theſe, and yet ' ruine 
themſelves on the precipices a- 
gainſt which they guard others. 
And who would not think a 
Phyſician mad, for all his skill, 
if after he had made a learned 
diſcourſe, to prove a liquor to be 
Poiſon, he thould drink it off 
himſelf; and yet more, if he 
would not take an Antidote, tho 
ready, and which he knew would 
ſecure him. 

I ſhall but lightly touch that 
ridiculous and impudent extrava- 
gance of ſome, who, rather pre- 
tending to reaſon, than having 
it, take pains to perſwade them- 
| ſelves and others, that there is not 
| a God, whullt even the ſubtilty 
which they uſe, when they are 
cndea- 
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fy anckag to prove this their 
oes. neceſlarily prove 
is Berg : It bei : Jy are 
OE 

Idols) cou e and po-: 

ſuch ſubtile ER And 
how can they imagine, that ſince 
their own little A could not 
be managed without foreſight and 
conduct, that yet this Great and 
Glorious Univerſe, which com- 
prehends ſo. many. Millions, ſuch 
as they, ſhould be ſo exactly 
and juſtly governed, by blind | 
Chance ? It there were no Men 
but the. fillie and humorous Afſ- 
ſerters of this Opinion, I ſhould 
be aſham'd to bring Man as an 
inſtance of. the Power and 'Wiſ- 
dom of God : Let us then con» 
ſider this Creature, form'd of I: | 
know not what, fed, breathing, | 
and growing in the, Womb, we | 
know. not how ; but from thoſe 
deſpicable beginnings, one ris 
in a ſhort time, to meaſure' the» | 
Heavens, 
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Heavens, to calculate their Mo- 
tions, and to imitate their __- 
ning and Thunder ; another does 
for his own Glory, form fach 
Models of Religion as ſeduces, and 
draws after him Millions of Men, 
contrary to their former Intereſts, 
as well as former Inclinations : 
A Third, by his Skill, Condu@b, 
and Courage, makes even the 
remoteſt Countries of the World 
to tremble, overturning, and con- 
founding that World, whereof 
he is ſo ſmall a part: And a 
Fourth, by drawing ſweetly, and 

ently together very diſtant and 
Jifferent reflections, and thoughts, 
which come readily, as it were, 
upon | his call, from their ſeveral 
repoſitories, forms an Harangue, 
or a Poem, which pleaſes or tor- 
ments the hearers irreſiſtably, as 
they have commiſſion - from their 
Author ; it being harder to reſiſt 
them than to make them : Can 


fo 


[ 24 ] 
ſo regular: things be aſcribd to 
wild. Chance, or ſuch fubtile 
things to dull Matter, which by its 
Nature,moves neceſfarily and with- 
out choice ? The beſt contriv'd Ma- 
chine can only repeat ; but Man 
chuſes his own thoughts, and va» 
ries or changes them as he plea- 
ſes. 

T deſire our Wits to conſider,that 
every thing which they ſee, or 
know, is ſo marvellouſly firted to 
ſome uſe, that as they could not 
be wanted, ſo they cannot be 
contrived better : And it 'is ridi- 
culous to aniwer with Epicures, 
(who, tho' he denied Providence, 
yet denied not a Deity F that theſe 
things were not made; for theſe 
uſes, as we pretend, but were, in 
proceſs of time, made uſe of to 
theſe ends by Wit or Neceſlity : 
For even -Bruits do immediately 
after they are brought forth, run 
to thoſe things whuch they _ 
wit 


[25 ] 


with greater exaQneſs than Man 
could Tow them; -and 20w, could 
Men; 'by::Reaſon;; make every 
thing ul, if ;ſo- infinige-a/Being 
did on dire and- ſuperviſe cher 
almoſt infinitely varioys Neceſli- 
tiesand Deſigns, and 1n 
by |the uſe of Thinking,,..(thar 
wonderful: Engine) to' accommo- 
date everything to itMtrue ule. 
The next thing I recommend to 
them, is-to- conſider that all the 
Principles of Juſtice and Govern» 
ment, -withour  which,. the World 
could -not:; ſubſilt, depend' upon 
the belief of this infinite Being z 

for how ,could | convince a Man 
without - this, that it, were: not 
fir. to poyſan- his. Brother for an 
Eſtate'; or his Prince,, when he 
thought that by that he might 
ſtep into his Throne ; which oft- 
times , might, be done covertly 
enough, ito. eſcape the puniſhment 
of Laws, if; they .could that of 
Conſcience : Nor is it of any force 
B to 


« pre-iſpoſirio Fiſpoſition 'on the Spitits 
Mon, to receive and ſubmit ro 
— 


and this trick had not been Jong 
belicv'd; $d it been only fuct ; 
nor could their 1nvennons ſecure © 
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has ariſen from Predictions which 
are above Nature, _ the won- 


derful ports t by Mira- 
cles, inſt ir, are confirm'd 
bo us, teſtimony 


of  thof the unering reftimony 

theiſts make the only and fure 

i rafatrmrigg te "And te no 
t tha 


Reaſon, os Be 
ting 6, which by ons , .y ne, 

difcover'd, 2 Kengpw =ry nah and 

every Cheat 

notwithſtandi 


aſcertuin'd, neo ru 
of a God, whoſe -b:Smu 
us ſuch Protetion; and whoſe 
Providence affords us fuch _ 
ons; that to love thar life, ry" 
out believing his Being, is to be 
without th, Senſe and Wit which 
theſe wild to; 
who, whilft- ſhun to be mi- 
ſcrable, make themſelves fo, and 
whift they yg ro _ for 
its, 


what "was. to be univerlally be- 


lievd, ſhould be inferr'd from... 


what was univerſally ſeen; And 
wt ws ue and not thoſe Me- 
ta otions, are apt to. 
i@ that there is a delign to 


impoſe upon them. 


But ſince our curioſity muſt be 
always pine Gatichied with 
uments railed , above Senle, 


I ſhall offer this one: It cannot 
be deny'd, but that there is ſome- 


thing in Man that can compare / 


two or more different things, 
ſuch as, Whether the pain of the 


Head or the Leg be greateſt ? 
And 


Sun, Moon, . and Stars, ..and the 
other Objets which are obvious 
to all Men; for it was fit, that, 


4 % 
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And that this cannot be done by 
any thing that is material, 1s 
very clear ; | for if ſo, it muſt be 
done by ſomething that touches 
at once both the things to be 
compared, and” no material thing 


1 * can do that' in the ſame points; 


and if it be in different points, 
then it. cannot judge of the dif- 
ference” berwixt 'the' two ; for 
they 'muſt ''be - touched in one 
common” point, "elſe - there can 
be no' application” of the mate- 
rial Judge, to both, at the ſame 
time £ And if © this judgment 
muſt” be "made by: ſomething in 
Man that is immaterial, and ſo 
is able 'to extend its indiviſible 
ſelf to both” rhe things 

compared-;” /'then. it \neceſfarily 
follows, that 'this'muſt be" a Sp » 
rit ; for there can be nothing im- 
material bur a Spirit ; and it 
wE'-can:once comprehend 'a Spt- 
rit, we' can never deny thete' is 
a. God : ' For 'the hardeſt things 
that 
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Gaming, and not to: think who 
were Maſters of that Iſle, and 
how they might live-in it; -and 
if they learn'd "that it beloog'd 
to a great 'Prince, who hid : ab» 
folute- power of Life and. Death, 
were it not unreaſonable, not to 
deſire ro obtain his friendſhip 2 
But much more to reject it, if 
he offerd it | with Riches: and 


the Soul too '1 | 

only, but for ever 5 nor ſ 
he. any harder condition of us, 
than that we would love the 
Lord our God with all our Hearts, 
and our Neighbours as our ſelves; 
which are ſo far from being hard 
B 4 Leſions, 
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Leſſons, ''that one , would. think 
we: could not but take great de- 
light in them, if they were not 
'd to us as our Duty : For 
if -a' Man/be admir'd - once for 
his great" Courage, Conduct, or 
Learning, who Si not be 
pleas'd” with being allow'd to 
converſe | with him > Who a- 
mongſt us would: not have taken 
pains to have been lov'd by Ce- 
far, as his Friend, but more, as 
his Son? Bur if Ceſar had been 
as expert a Mathematician as he 
was a Souldier, and could heye 
burnt * his Enemies - Ships, - like 

Archimedes ; if he had invented 
Gun-powder for his Magazins, and 
found.out the whole new World, 
as, well as 'conquer'd- a. confſide- 
rable part of theold ; How much 
more would we yet have eſteem'd 
him > And to proceed further, if 
This)Ceſar pol. either have fav'd 
his own life, 'by knowing, the 
ſecrets of , -or by killing fleas 
a 


C33] 
all his "Aſſaſſinates, or prolong 'd 
for many hundreds of years 
that of his Servants ; we ſhould 
yet more have rejoyced 'in his 
Service and 10n: But what 
is all this to the Infinite Perfecti- 
on of- the Great King of Kings, 
whoſe Servants, Friends, nay, and 
adopted Sons we may be? He 
it is who governd Ceſar, as 
he dogs the Flies or Ants, who, 
with one word made Ceſar, 
and all the Wrld, whereot he 
conq uer'd only a part, which he 
was not able to retain. By whoſe 
Skill, the Heavens were ſtretch- 
ed out, in which, vain C#eſar's 
teſt Ambition was to be a 
Star: Who not only knows, 
but 1n one moment, governs all 
the ' various, .and almoſt infinite 
thoughts and deſigns of Angels, 
Men, and Devils ; and who forces 
them all,” how contrary -ſoever 
to one another, to agree in the 
Bs great 


Who. would not 
ſerve 2 Maſter, that 
he were innocent, a 


could fee 
that they threw up , 
no Earthly Maſter, how juſt fo- 


not only enrich us when we are 
poor, and cure us when we: are 
ſick ; but can- tame-our Paſhons, 
illuminate our Ignorance, ſtrength» 


en our Inclinations, ſweeten our 
Tempers, and make all theſe Joys 
compleat, by the removal of all 
Fears or Jealouſies that can: end 
or leſſen them. Can we give a- 
ny reaſonable account, W PA we 

ould 
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ſhould be careful- to keep the 
Road. exactly, if we knew: there 
were t Precipices on every 
hand, port which whoever fell, 
mL BU Ie= yer know: 
in our 'Voyage: to 
ty, there are Precipices that 
lead to dreadful Pits of Fire and 
of an an kindled by ther wrath 
angry God: We notwith» 
wy <4 on careleſly; xy 
as admoni 
ing x little trifles, heh = 
are convinc'd will pleaſe no long» 
er than we poſſeſs them; 


How falſly do. we reaſon, in 
reflecting on our ſelves:-and- c> 
thers > For we think them mad 
who endeavour not to'ger them» 
ſelves cur'd, when they find they 
are tormented with Gout and 
Gravel ; who amongſt us: is 
ar any pains; fo much as to feek 
remedies for his Paſſions and'Vi- 
ces, which of - all other Diſeaſes 


rormeat 


ras 
torment - us moſt: And if we 
heard a Fellow in Livery, value 
himſelf uporr the Richnets: of- his 
Suit, would we. not eſteem | him 
an airy and/fo8liſh Creature: But 
if we ſaw a Man who were con- 
demned, and going to the Scaf- 
fold, admire himſelf, and talk of 
his: Power and Glory, would we 
not'conclude him diſtracted 2: And 
yet this is the true State of a 
Vain and Glorious Monarch, who 
has nothing, but - what he has re- 
ceiv'd froovan Infinite God, who 
can recal-it when he pleaſes; 
and who, whilſt he talks of his 
Glory and Greatneſs, .is by that 
God :condemn'd to die, as irre- 
deemably, as \muſt the meaneſt 
_ Slave, over-whom he inſults. And 

ſince we would laugh at a vain 
Coxcomb, who whilſt he - were 
entertaining his friends in his, Ma- 
ſter's houſe, as if it were his-own, 
were taken-out of it by the cars, 
and forc'd. to tremble under op 
laſh ; 


[ 37 ] 
laſh ; how ridiculous muſt we con- 
ſhazzar (and which is the 
t Men) 

all his 


His ind oct, + by 
an irre(} horrour which ſhak'd 
him all to pieces. 


. I doubtnot forall this but/Lear- 
ned men will think-they may juſt- 
ly value themſclves on their own 
great Parts -and Skill ; and you 
may read long 'LeQures made by 
them otr this. Subjet ; but how 
unreaſonable are they in this, ſince 
theſe Endowments are given them 
as external —__ are given to 

others ; and. a:- y may 
more- juſtly admire himſelf, *be- 
cauſe he can repeat excellent li 

made by another : or I 


cauſe the borrowed Furniture, 

he would make us believe to be 
his own ,, were within ,” and+ not 
without doors, —_— 
that 


we 
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differ from 


cure a beyerin « man'by' 
iog,- great Office on ' him 2 _ 
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are not men fach Fools, when they”. 
think they can quiet their Paſſions 


by Riches, or their Minds by ad- 
vancement 2 Spiritual diſtempers 
are to. be cur'd by ſpiritual means, 
and as the fineſt Thoughts cannot 
feed the body, ſo nei can the 
greateſt Riches, or any other ex- 
—_— fatisfie the immaterial 
If I» were deſirous 'to get Pre- 
ferment, would not'I endeavour 
to pleaſe him from whom I were 


to __ it, and not his Enemies? 
but tho' 


we ſay” that we expe, . 


or at leaſt wiſh to 'be Favourites 
to God Almighty, and tobe by 
him happy for ever ; yet we ſpend 
not; our time in obeying him, but 


in ſerving openly and affiduouſ] 

roy aj the Devil, and rx 
own-Luſts, which are his declar'd 
Enemies; and that too: fo reſo» 
lutely, / that any reaſonable 'man 
cannot! upon conſidering our aCti> 
ons, but conclude, ' That either we 


card 


[41] | 
car'd | not for what:|he. conkd:;give; 
or kf that we were-ſubtle enough 
to 


to cheat him, or ſtrong 
over-power hir. ; 


things of this World, from 
which we ſhould expe to remove 
every. moment, and in which we 
cannot. ſtay long. | 


It is. moſt ſtrange that. men, to 
ſecure themſelves againſt Fortune, 
ſhould put themſelves more and. 
more. into its power .:- For the xe> 
medics we uſe are to grow rouge 
an 
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irtarneſtly and ſincere- 

| and down railing at him; 
his Laws ? Yet moſt 


glorious, 


juſ beheve op 
thing to , 
dier, which Ceſar or Mareſhal 
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If any man ſhould call one Per- 


jur'd, if ;he were;aQPer> 

ality,” he would. reſent 
i cole ; 894] F8,O0e mot 
all ſuch as/ are guilty, of . Aduk 
tery 
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| draw- 


© 
'S 5 


_ 
Fig tort 
a0d by way 


L 49 ] 
to” thie Law "of -God; the true 
Founmin of' Honour, asof all good, 
but'to'the Laws of our Country : 
I—_ be more ung, nd 
thanthat ate, | 
make 'that paſs for 

nt, which whole Nations = 
nbled have after much reaſon- 


Parliament and. in cold blood ? 


But nothing diſcredits this He- 
roiſm more, than that thoſe, who 
would not yield up their revenge 
to God,, . nor their Conſcience, 
have been frighted from it by the 
French King and the Gallows. 
- Jf one man give another the 
—_ he mult pay down his life, 
| becauſe a Man of Honour would 
'}, rather chuſe to dye than to be a 
Lyar, or rather choughr one; but 
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[ 52 ) 
us, and areas frail as our ſelves ? 
And if we cannot abide the Ac- 
cuſation of our own Conſcience, 
how ſhall we be able to hold up 
our Faces in ſo "glorious a Judi- 
cature? And can Men be Reg- 
ſonable ' Creatures; and ' yet not 
mind: ſo -great-a- Concern? ' | 
Fame, that tacire' acknowledg- 
ment of ' Immortality, even in 
thoſe who believe it not, is pur- 
ſued ſo: extravagantly, that Ido- 
latry ir ſelf -is -not more inexcu- 
ſable : For to gain the opinion 
of a brutal multitude, we ſa- 
crifice to' them our Duty, our 
Quierand our Security ; and what 
deſign can we have, or return 
can we ' for all this? For 
if. we be .not Immortal, "what ſig- 
nifies our being eſteem'd, when 
we are to have no being? And 
why ſhould we. give our ſelves 
real. Trouble for an imaginary 
Good ?. And. if we believe che 
Chriſtian Religion, it teaches us, 
| that 


[$3 ] 
that either we muſt be fay'd or 
damnd ; if fav'd, Fame from Men 
will fignifie nothing, when -we 
diſcover how fooliſh we were to 
adore ſuch Worms ; if damn'd, 
that which made a great part 
of our Crime, cannot be. an al- 
leviation of its Puniſhment. -- But 
if a Man, believing there- is a: 
God, did argue juſtly, . he would- 
value highly the being eſteem'd 
by that Wiſdome that cannot err, 
and whoſe fuffrage will, laſt- to- 
all Eccroity. Men-can only; raiſe. 
our Character, without being able, 
to raiſe our Merit, but our great 
Maſter can really make us 'me- 
rit,. and open- the eyes of others- 
to underſtand it, when true, which 
no Man can do, - and his eſteem 
brings Rewards / ſuitable to its- 
Greatneſs ; and therefore is only 
worthy of our pains, .eſpecially, - 
if we beſtowed that pains 
ſerving him, . which. we-; do-;jin} 

ning Fame ; we might expe&., 
ganung we. might: cxporh 
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neſs what can ne- 
when obrain'd 
becauſe of their 
If we faw 
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or Caprice. 
forme, by taking 
q eſteem'd a 


fecure, 
of 'our it evquilinance run 
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trac 'Popularity,/,.is.to. be; juſt 3 
for all Men: eſteem him. moſt, 
who ſecures: molt; their private 
Intereſt, and! proteRs- beſt them | 
Incocence ; and:all-who have. as 
ny notion of a Deity, believe that 
Juſtice is one of his chief Attri- 
butes ;. and that therefore, who- 
is juſt; is next- 4n Nature to 


, and'the beſt Picture of Him; 
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entertain'd by Injuſtice and 
pprefſion, as if rational Men 
Robbers, , becauſe 
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his Merit; and, obey d; only . by, 
the charming + force |of his Rea-: 
ſon, all Men - think: him. deſcend-: 
ed from -that Heaven which, he 
ſerves, / and. to, him. they ly 
pay.the noble Tribute of . deferv- 
- ed;/Prodes-» ot 7 is - onobs 
' Another- great Claſs of Angu- 
ments ,-. to prove -how ill Men 
reaſon in matters of greateſt - am- 
portance, may--be.; brought from. 
fre Conpadidtions 00s We-are, guilty 
. of. 12 our: 'Conduct... As for. In 
ſtance, Life is the thing, in the 
World moſt valu'd, for without 
it, we can enjoy nothing, z.. and. 
Yn or den 
hy 2, WE WIL. 02- 
zard it ſo far,  as/may. be rather 
call'd.a loſing of i. . When time 
is going, 'we*try out againſt Pro- 
vidence,, for having + made; it ſo 
,and ,when 1t. 15 gone, .. We 
would give all the World. to,, re: 
' deem-it ; and, yet. We arg) weary 
of it ſo far.as to beſtow Money 


C5 upon 
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Tyranny, 

we? 
I} in' the fight 


at int 
uch as have been 
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Moſt Men ds adititre, and pre: 
- fer themifeives to all others, whictt 


thers-to thake us the prey of one 


own Errors. 
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yetſand we not un awe. to come 
nut wickedneſs when alone, which 


wedurſt nat commitit others were | 
preſent ; and thus, we are ſo-ua | 
reaſonable, "that - we want a. due 

erence.and cl}cem for our ſelves, | 


rev 

where we ought-to have 1t;; apd 

have.it exceſſively where we ought 

to want-it totally. > £ 
Self-love, the falſeſt tho" the 


. 


- 


ſubtileſt of all Reaſoners, - cndea» | 


vours tq perſwage Jus; that 110 Ie 
venge, Wwe, by ſeeang our 
Enemies ruined, remain our: ſelves 
the more excellent Creatures, -our 
Rivals being thus d : And 
this is that hid reaſon which guy 
ſtifies to us that ,Paſhon winch. is 
truly moſt inhucgape,.. But what 
an. umproper  Argament- is this, 
for we , are not one Whit -the 


ore excellent, that angpther . is 


— 


'$- 
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ſa \Revenge: would! paſs :with as. 
under;the diſgwſe of Self-deferice ; 


| , but becauſe this would ſeem cow- 


ardly, and be in; effeRt, a tacite 
acknowledgment 'of Fear ; we ra- 
ther ſay,  thatiiin; Revenge 5.) we 
wull-:zeach- others not, 10 attgcic 
us-] But all, theſe; are Aalle '-reas 
 ſonings; - for no- Magi-ſecures his 
true . Quiet :by-;Revenge ,--for ir 
raiſes an Enemy, within; : which 
is. always preſent; rand qblei:to 
diſquiet.; And, all. Men :eondlude! 
themſelves obliged to defixoy ho 
Reyengetul Man, by the-ſamne Ar- 
gument that he purſues his Re- 
venge!z and. thus &'Man-js: tgr- 
tures. by is, £ill ic-bo|fatified,; and; 
frighted by- is aftex he-has pres 
vald. on oidanotiomng yar0 re: 
_ Moſt Men defire ta{be in Emi 
por ments Tomierfocorh deſire w6 
admird;;. whereas: when they! 
are.in Ramey not: 
gy Juſt. and: Virtuqus, things; 
or which. they-. a 
= admir'd: 
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s upon mary thouſafids of 
$#nd capricious Fools; wheft- 
4 Virtue ſprings fro 4 Man's 
own Breaſt, und we ray have 


i, and keep it, it! ſpight of ull 


[64 ] 
do nothing,[to diſpleaſe that Sus; 
periour Power, for -gaining the. 
favour of that Prince who ! as. 
dores him ; and who' would not. 
think him mad, who- would ſcorn, 
to depend . on a, Monarch, but, 
would take. pains to flatter his 
Footman.-? When'/.a Lawyer obs. 
ſerves that Mea take ſuch pains 
to ſecure in Law an Intereſt that 
cannot - be | ſecur d againſt AcCh 
dents,; he ſhould in, zeaſon cons 


clude; that it js brutiſh not to | 


take more -pains- to fecure that, 
which ſhall never fail: And whea 
he obſerves - how zealouſly the 
Eldeſt; Men, defend a Lite that 
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by his. Enemies, ſhould abandon 
bis Watch, and ſpend..his_time in 
Gaming and Drinking, .or ſhould 
unity, of, 


loſe ,the. glorious opAort 
deſeating them, . for a Feaſt ;; or, 
as Mark Anthony, for, a Miſtreſs I 
Eſpecially, /if they. be, fuch Ene- 
mues,, .whom we know, would. 
got only kill, but; torment us to; 

were he not to be accounts, 


ed a Fool > But that is our caſe; 


for being ſurrounded . with Temp- 


_ tations and Devils, we ſpend..our 


time. in Toyes: and Trifles, | and. 
whilſt we hear .that others have 
receivd an Immortal Crown, for 
having overcome their Spiritual 
Enemues, we, who value Fame 
and Glory ſo much, ſpend our 
time in pleaſing two or three 
filly Courtiers, whom we deſpiſe 
whilſt we attend them, and laugh 
at the Actions which we ſeem to 
admire. A Merchant were ridi- 
culous, if he- ſhould ſpend, his: 
Stock and his timg in byying, up: 

bo ares 


f 66 ] 
Wares that were unfaſhionable in 


anne with  thetn, nor 
jiowr em w 
ir Hell. TE: 
& the remark of n- Gentſews-- 
ran, who hearing + whole Sow; 
ciety admire one of her its 
; for a Wir, told 
his had left hit # gi 
Bk "whith he "hard 


Mo 

Whores, that he'h : 

ſelf -married a Whore, ind fn 

+ the Orthodox R 

_ ich he was bred up, of & 

wotle, and was' not devour int 

that ncirher ; - und defird theitt 

to conſider” if that Man defery' 
to be call'd a Wit ? 

Nor are we only unreaforable 


in © purfuing our Pleafures ant 
Vices ; bar ths 
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Vanity, wherein men tacitely des 
ſign rather their -own perpetuity; 
than the advantage. of thoſe « 


whom they beſtow what is giv} 


ven, in which they: a very ute 
ly : for if they lent it to: 
God, he would reſtore it with's 
very enriching intereſt : But in 
beſtowing [it on'Faine,, hey 
ſtow it, on a- Cheat, > which -has 
oft deceived both them and others 
And it ſtill feems ſtrange, thatwe 
will beſtow. it on that Multitade: 
for Fame and the, Multitude ers 
e ſame thing) .to- preſerve 'any! 
one. of whom from ſtarving, we 
would not beſtow one farthi 
And yet the. World eſteemt 
who do, fuch things more: than 
they do reaſonable and judicious 
4 


It is one of the chief aad furs 


damental DiQtates of Reaſon, that- 


we ſhould do to others as we 
would wiſh them to. do to us. But 
tho' we exclaim againſt our Equals 


poor 
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'Mortals, -'if they | refuſe us - 
this meaſare; yer weallow it not 
to or great King and-Soveraign. 


Tf we heard that 'any' who 
d fir 


tended to be our friend, di 

tamely .and hear us-rail dat, and 
contemn'd., we would conclude 
them 'bafe and treacherous ; and a 
King would for this treat His Sub- 
Qs as Rebels ; but yet we' fit 
not only to hear impious Crea- 
tures rail at Religion, and oft- 
times at Providence it felf, with 
fo little reſentment, that we com- 
ply and ,even admire the _ 
ant. I remember that I f 
ed once to a Perſon of ity, 
who was-' buſie about” his' Ac- 


| compts, to-conſider if our Stew- 


ard ſhould ſpend -our Rents up- 
on his own Aﬀairs, or upon 
maintaining his own Fam 
Luxury, - and much ' more if he 
ſhould riot it away with our -Ene- 
mies, would we not hate him as 
a Rogue, and at leaſt recal the 

Truſt 
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for 


- reward 


how can they. ar 
not gwen; and he is not obliged to 


repry what was notlent him: 


men, the 
ſatisfied. 


tions with what ordinarily we 
conclude our unreaſonable lives, 
and that is Death-bed Repentance, 
which of all things is the moſt 
unreaſonable. For: if we. believe 
the Rewards and Torments which 
entcnd _— ſtate, gp erg 
delay fo dangerous, | w 
own Sad if we beheve neither 
.of theſe, why: repent we? 'The 
one cannot but' make our prefent 


& 


099) 
pleaſures very dircer,"by The 1 ſear 

uſt thereupon haunrus ; and 
rode cannot but needleſly cut 


off the pleaſures. which. we ex 
clude'as inconſiſtent withyerye 2 
pentanice. | But which of ns 


re mare ti horrible To 
rare 
ermgreh laſt HarbelbgAncy 


to d. eyes our 
'Eſtare, Auld: __ | 


ments ; and which would cereal 


ly bring us, poor Wretches, to that: 
Iaheritance of / immortal : Glory. 
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for leaving 
little Concerns till the laſt hows. 
yet we delay that great and my 


celſary Work , ——_—— 


Eternity hangs, - for every 


And that which vates much 
this NegleR, is, that the _— 
W 


And tho' we condemn our ſelves | 
'the diſpatch of our} 


pra 
I 


LT 
Bil tl 


FRY Hl 


% * 


FER 


_— v3 


mm AE GanþQo.-cc> ca o£aacq £..cc.. ed Ret Cocnd tad i en@azd IN 


y from 
s wy for 
z could have been ſaid 


j when even. the Jews: 
him to-came down 


ir 
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TT 


iling, him. ; did evi- 
as. mach Faith in that con- 
Span. when dying, as the 
us.can do. in a prolong'd 
Andi4t | being fit for the 
jour of. the World to ſhew his 
and. Mercy when he yes 
Captivity.. captive, that 
ws Thief can; be no Precedent 
for .us who remaia - unconverted 
after ſo! many Miracles, that no 
nable man can now doubt of, 
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we have ſo oft undervalued, and if 
he has not formeroffers of 
Mercy which we have fo oft 'con- 
temn'd. And ſhall we preſume olr 
God's Goodneſs, þecauſe-one man 
was ſav'd, and but one, to preferve 
Mankind _ m__ Sb = 
i t as ief 
4 « Pardon when he ſought 
it, ſo Eſas found no place for Re 
ntance, tho' he ſought it carneſt- 
bas Heb. 12. 17. And tho' thoſe 
who came in at the laſt hour, got as 
much as thoſe who had wr 
at thefirſt; yet it isremarkable,rhat” 
it is faid , they came not ſooner,” 
becauſe no man had deſired theme 
| But let me conjure any noble Soul. 
to- conſider, that if God be wore 
thy of -the Adoration of Angels 
through all Eternity ; and thatwe 
confels, that to walk, like 
with him, will be ſo amiable and' 
glorious, why ſhould we delay' 4 
tor Pleaſures that are unworthy" 
a reaſonable Soul, and which a. 
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but for a moment ? For at leaſt 
we loſe ſo much une Joy 
and Pleaſure; and in delaying our 
Repentance we continue to be ſick 
when we may be whole, to be 
blind when we may fee, to be 
poor when we may be rich, to 
lye in Prifog when we may live at 
Liberty, and to be Slaves to our 
Enemies when-we may be Heirs 
to a Kingdom, All which induce 
me to believe, that ow who de- 


lay Repertancs, gp not to re- 


ys falſe es coor Pc No wag LE 


is to be grieved, AG rap hoy = 
is grieved can pur it off at his 
leaſfure, no more than a man can 
griev'd or not as he pleaſes. As 
alſo if a man reſolv'd ſincerely to 
repent, 'tis neceſfary that he were 
convinc'd of the ge of his 
danger, and were actually aſham'd 
as well as afraid thereof ; and if 
he were truly touch'd with theſe 
Convictions, he would got con- 
D 3/ tinue 


(78 ] 
tinve in the Courſes which occa- 
ſion'd them. And to finiſh all, is 
' it not the height of unreaſonable 
nels for a man to continue to do 
theſe things, of which he knows 
he muſt be aſham'd, and for which 
he reſolves to be exceedingly trow 
bled and afflicted > And if we wen 
coming into a Room where a 


were woundi po would wel | 


not conclude him yet madder if 
he told us, that he would give 
himſelf more and more, becauſe 
ſuch a man got ſo many Wounds, 
and yet was cured. 

Let me therefore conclude this 
Diſcourſe with the noble and juſt 
Reaſoning us'd by Sr. ho 5b 2 Epift, 
3- IO, IT. But the = 4 
will come as a thief in nt bebe in 
the which the pos Bucky nll poſs as 
way with a great miſe, and 
ments ſhall melr with a fervent heat, 
the Farth alſo and the works that -l 
are therein ſhall be burnt. up : 


ing then that all theſe things Fl be 
diſſol 
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diſſolved , what manner of perſons 
ought ye to be in all holy Converſa- 
tion and Godlineſs ? 

And what a frighted Creature 
will the teſt Hero be, when 
he Ln _ _—_— midſt of 
a burning World, hav ter 
terrors within his Brea  thas theſe, 
raisd by an Omnipotent God, and 
which will force him to cry. to 

* the Hills and Mountains to fall 
upon him, and cover him from 
the face of this angry Judge ? 

But theſe great and fad Truths 
need (alas) to be preach'd by an 
Ange), to Hearers ſtanding upon 
the brink of their Grave, and ha- 
ving Heaven and Hell open'd be» 
fore them. 


PART H. 


hence proceeds it that Man 
is ſo unreaſonable, and how 
to improve our Reaſon. 


C Bs ] 
they alſo diſcover to] us new 
Weakneſſes -in his| Reaſon. 
] know that we 
charge this on Man's Atheiſm, ima- 
ining ſhe would reaſon juſtly, if 
Be believ'd the Principles I have 
laid down ; but this is a miſtake, 
for Atheiſts reaſon moſt weakly, 
as well as others, and moſt it 
conſequentially to rheir own Prin» 
ciples : for even Atheiſts diſquiet 
themſelves for Fame and Money, 
and by Whoring and Drinki 
deſtroy their Bodies, which 1s: 
they dote upon, and ſhould py 


| | pre 
ſerve, and which ſhews their wn» 


reaſonableneſs, according to iz 


own Principles; and that Tnhde 
lity 15'not the cauſe of ' falſe 
ſoning,appears clearly,becanſe ſuth 
as are not Atheiſts, reaſon fally*; 
and we may obſerve, that fuch's 
believe that by che i! Diets 


uſe, their terrible pains wiltbe'r& | 


new'd, do yet adventure'on' them; 
oh, that* they orlly "of — 
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jy wn 
vd for thoſe that 
will run that Hetwealy raoe; hn * 
rather to fit Tipling' and /Gam- 
ing ; _ that belieye;: the' Son+-of 


and yet will rather fink down 
into that fearful Pit, from which 
there is ao: s whowil 
rather ſtarve than ſeek that hea- 
venly Manna, and Janguith/ of 
their Wounds, than ſeek the Balm 
of Gilead, from the hand af 'a 
loving Father ; whom no Judg 
ments on others can 2 nor 
Mercies to themſclves. can: ob» 
lige ; Sick amidſt ſo many Cures 
Poor, amidſt fach Plenty ; Blind, 
notwith ſo much Light; 
and Inſcafible, i ſpight of © mer 
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E:do- but too. much prefer 

ſelf to all others 2 You will God 
ſome Divines very buſic in argu- 
ing, whether God from all Eter- 
nity could” have” made Creatures; 
and yet theſe Men will never con- 
ſider what: ſhall become of them 
in Eternity. The cure then of 
this, is 'to conſider Reaſon, nor 
as a Tool, uſeful for Gain or 
Fame only, but as a Square, put 
in our hands; by our kind God, 
to inſtrut us how to make our 
Actions ſtraight knd even ; and 
as * ys _—_ firſt mind 
to have his Square, 
and after "tis a is Fw 


is deſign'd by us, re- 


LE: 1501921 2H Ut 
Ri: 5; 
MEE 


> 


F 
as 
fs 


Si: Ing Is 


{506 
45 


= 


( 87 ] 
favouring ſtill, and being obl 

to maintain the cauſe Beko 
who have retaind them, force 
their Reaſon ro find Arguments 
for their own ſide'; Divines think- 
ing themſelves oblig'd to- defend 
the Poſitions of | that  Clairch 
wherein they were born, reaſon 
ſtil” in its defence : States-Men, 
to fortifie their Partie, endeavour 
to perſwade all Men to embrace 


it ; and Orators, not 
the Philoſophers amongſt has 
to beautifie their diſcourſes, urge 
things that are meer Flouriſhes, 
ing much Luſtre, but no 
Strength ; great inſtances where- 
of He oo og —_ and 
generally in a Hea w 
25 1 ſhall ſhew expreſly gem hon 
were forc'd, by not knowing the 
true-Principles whereupn Reaſon 
= to be built, - to-maintzm by 
Aalle' rexfonifps the” true Principles 
that'they Yeligr'd ro eecormmend. 
We'do' likowsſe form onr _ 
| ty 
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mit, We © not to d: 
NE ef to 


= far, that by it all other 
Sciences did. fall very low. And 
if ſome bold Defender, fuch as 
Cartes and others, had not m__ 
pos 


——S_ this is the effet of 


ve, and not of true Devo 


tion, 
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ſhould bear this from ame, WH 
would willingly wiſh that' tfiey 
could juſtly tax me of a Lye in 
it. But for my ſecurity 1 muſt 
put them in rhind, that Monſftenr 
Paſchal told them me, that 
e had laid afide the ftady of the 
ticks, | becauſe few un- 
ood to converſe with him in 
it, and betook himſelf to confider 
Man ; as fhinki that a Subje&t 
© near; and of fuch concern to 
every 


' Bur: that I may con 
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every 200; ___ 


TIE! 


vors for ch 


fider, that Man being ted ty 
love, and admire. God, it muſt 


tat God neceſkary conſeq 


was to be TY 


ha Geer 
"a ey ner ray 
himſelf the-Center, and 0M love, 
TA another Rene, nay wed into 
A us, W 
wary, ſtud to underſland the 
excellent Works , of. the Cr 
that in them we may wer 
the Infiniteneſs. of that w 
Creator ; we ſtudy them oaly 
thereby to.adorg,our own. Spirits 
and thus to. raiſe an Eſteem in 


Then 
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others for vs : and crook in all 
the Concluſions we make to our 
-as 


ſelves and —_ 
the Center of 4 our Defrgns,” 
thus we have inyented new Scien- 
s, Arty, and | Rnilery, Go ſuch 


bem nah ty on 
ome To I 

poſſible we can” rea juſtly,” 
| _ Fit LI Gr Yee 


tend to & wrong 
SN DG 6ur Duty ury in foo: 
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RN hay a 
not our ſelves 
being drawn Zo ot Principles 
and Poſitions , would recover its 
hrnefs, ' And thus if 
ſs On Gb Pleaſe © them, Pong 
ve night be enrich's or adrane'd 
of Torts Af we” ſtudied. only to 
(Anh fin! his Creatures, and 


had raiſe- our own Fame' by 
them, 
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Toes a Principle in any Science 
| ſhould be an ancontrovertedTruth, 
| we find daily rhat this Principle 
is an abſolute Lye. For that man 
who thinks that he can with an 


Rom, 7, t5. That 
that do 7 not ; 


ed to cry out, Whe fall 
ver me from this body of Dear 
Cicero's' Diſcourſe concerning 
Nature of Gods , uy" 
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[99] 
thoſe, -and.all the Writings of the 
Ancient,Pagans, I do more juſtly 
conclude , | That thoſe great Ideas 
which our Maſters have given us 
of them, and the Eloquence which 
ſhines every where in their Wrj 
tings, have miſled us from the 
ways that lead to the New Jer 
Bean -. and from admiri the 
uty of, Holineſs which | 
in thoſe Scriptures, which have 


> of Jr or 5 and the Hal "= 


__ ject , and i winch Nay fm 
Y to expe more help 
cgi than from our. ſelves, a- 
gailt our inngte ang original Core 
ruption ;. which is more. to be. 0+ 
Jefc by praying than think: 
ing rd can..never be overcotne 
t that Humility and Self 
Jenial which , was hy 
unknown to. the Heathens 
hope to prove in another —} War 
where, agus ſhall have | 
their full ſcope. [ 
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has grafted Selt 
every Mans Heart, 
Man might thereb 
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is 2 falſe and impoſt 
whereby Man makes 


from which all his' De- 
pang 7 


low, the Mark at which 
they aim, and the Rule by which 


they are to be ſquared, than which 
nothing can be more .unreaſona- 
ble. For how | can. we juſtifie 
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| therefore becauſe Self-love is ſo 
1 "Orecour,}| and:-is fill 
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[ 102] 
how they can draw juſt conchu- 
fions from ſuch miſtaken Prin» 
ciples. 

Another cauſe 'of our Reaſohs 


ing ſo weakly, is, that the things * 


another World are too remote 
ro ſeem great to us, and” too ſp 
ritual to be: diſcerned by eatrial 
Eyes. ' The leaſt thing when 
d immediately '-before our 
Eyes, will i —_, and exclude all 
_ proſpe&t ; and even 1 the 
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make ns toil for it, and the hope 


of ſucceeding 'to 'an Eſtate: will 


oblige us to ſgllow eagerly ' what: 
that hope' ſuggeſts. | And ſrace 


'| Faith is the evidence of "thiigs 


wt ſeen, it does repreſent things 
to come , with a certainty} thar 
makes them preſent ;  and-albeir 


it may nd ary; ed; that we have 
ken ſome' ſuch things 4s *rheſe- 
Mines, ani 'Worldly ' Succefſions; 
and therefore it is that we' be- 
lieve and / love them "more; yet: 
that is" of rio 'moment : For the 
miracles that Men have heard: of; 
and the' wonderful works of'/Pro-: 
vidence which we daily ſee;|'6- 
ſpecially when born 'in upon us, 
1 Bro convidtion of / our--oawnl 
pnſciences, ſeen: as ftrong imo»! 
tives * as' any| that ſenſe can abs! 
ford Conſcience 'thar luminous: 
Senſe of the Soulz being Kronger, 
and more-perſwaſiye.-to: anyithat. 
will hearrit, than any of aur dull 
and outward: Senſes,” which have 
E 4 only 
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[104] 
only | aſſiſtance from ſtupid Fleſh 
bo.” Blood : Converſation alſo a- 
bout things Spiri 
will. be in place 


a future Life, and the World to 
come to a hearkning Soul, as, it, 
| preſent ; - nor will the Al 
mighty fail to afliſt that | Elo«, 
quence - which has him for its 
only. and ultimate bog, 


| The Soul cetrtaioly being 2 Pk 
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Objedts, ; 
and the ho 
do, mot the 

nor. 
find that ame 
are more 
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and Divine, 
Senſual Ema-. 
nations to vs,.'and will repreſent | 
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' Tho' we be convinc'd of the 
truths on which 1 have founded 


[ 106 } 
of ens. and, fo pot rither 
_ that Pearl of price, wi - 
we have laid out our Stock on 
other trifles,, which is « 
fet in our Reaſon, and for which 
we would. contemn''other Mer» 
mugen And this i *: he ao 
by having a true value for thi 

and by redtifing all our Len? 
and therefore, who reſolves 
to- reaſon juſtly, ſhould begin firſt 
to: conſider, when any thing oc- 
curs, of what uſe it may be; 
and of what value it is. As for 
inſtance, Is this. Land, for which 
I am finfully providing Money, 
worth Heaven > or this Man; 
whom 1 am to pleaſe , | abler 
to. make me happy than- God 
Almighty, to whom in this 1 


prefer him? And fo, like a skil | 


ful Chymiſt, reſolve every thing 
iato-its true. Principles, and then 
try its: value; and like a Mer- 
chant, who has been often cheated, 

| reſolve 
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NUOCT , what 


phe at laſt to , Sox 


they... br k{Grabi 


we are - going, and whethe er they 
| will return_us the Sk we” by, 


fſcover ng” yet wE, do" not 
take, time to ponder them fuffici-, 
ently ; And thus,” tho” we. be 
convinc'd, yet we | ONES "not 


ſufficiently our convidti Self. 
love, . and the love of * 8D 


- usd us to a* partial and' roller 
cial way of enquiry ; and from 
this alſo proceed thefe wand 
which weaken thoſe' pious 
tations, and diſturb that nt 
neſs in Prayer, by monks we can 
onl procure a jult illumination 
nn ot. reaſoning ;  deſultorineſs 
of thou + grows daily when it 
is not leſſen the next days 
wanderings are 'the puniſhment 
of thoſe which ' we ſuffered to 
prevail 
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cat) d many entire 
- | an fend ma of Law 


an AE ject that. can, never 
hauſted.,. where every_t 


in conſtant raptures, contemplat- 
thoſe admirable Myſteries, 
ich the Seripture . tells us, 
ho els defire . to. pry... 
finding by a, conflant enquiry, 
new , matter of holy Levin 


wh 
f 
be 
OY 
would Pen. a. . new, Scene 


ful”; 


thoughts ee. delightful ; 
by boy Oh 0gs Pave been for 
many thouſands of years dctain'd 


ER ——————————— 
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GO ONY ate” 
- Ker ons Graf 
ery iis from * thoſe - Happy 
Chriftians to whom thoſe my 

ries were firſt reveal'd, Eph. 3. 8, 


Learn thien; © Chriſtian;"to ma- 


thy Spirit; rey, "et 'by 
- of iy than AR 4 
it on other occaſions, 'a im- 
proving theſe from the obvieus 
that pious fixation 
will yield above-all orhers;; "beg 
humbly, 'by Prayer, 4 new ſup» 
y tothy native Forces, acknow- 
e to God that thou haſt taughe 
thy own t ts this ſeditiou(- 
en and ores porno of ry” 
ou comp 
as by frequent yieldings poder fed- 
deft Gp Vice _ 6 ſo 
that by frequent 'and reſolute op- 
poſitions thou may'ſt deſtroy that 
obſtinare _ and. dangerous it,” 
and” introduce a Gag Fo 
which will" tnake "thy. fixdqe 


ceaſe and plealant. Pee rea- 
ſonings 


[ 110 } 


foningy, do . alſp not ,only, make. 


oo Agar more ſtrongly, Afi 
but do. warm us inta.- 2. 


vidion firſt, and then. into a love 
for that for which we contend ; 
And thus Lawyers are, oft- times: 


convinced, even in the ill;Cauſes. - 


they lead ; ; arid Heretic fix 
theme ves in their Errors, by 
frequerit conteſts for them. Why 
on ſhould we not argue more 

frequently both againſt our ſelves, 
and with others, upon theſe. ex- 
cellent Truths, by which alſo. we, 
ſhould be engagd in honour to 
walk ſutably to theſe truths, of 
which we profeſs to others that 
we are convincd * And who, 
could 'be ſo abſurd," as: after he 
has been debating againſt another, 
for his Drinking, yet would in» 
vite him to a Debauch? Burt, alas, 


every Man loves to debate. in his 


own Calling, except the Chriſtian: 
And it is become as much a ſhame 
to talk of Devotion as it ought. 


; (mr) 
to be our Glory/and;Delighti;7and; 
men ſcem afraid $0 debare,' leſt by: 
being too much convinced of what: 
they ought to do, 'they ſhould be 
too much terrified for what they 
have ' done ; andi{o' theſe Convis 
@ions beget an-uneaſineſs to them, 
when to gratifie their-, humour 


they are tempted to renew their 


ns. 
_ Hypocriſie affords. us a clear 
proof. of this partiality, as well as 
of Man's contraditing himſelf ; 
for to confeſs there is a God who is 
Omniſcient,, who knows the ſe» 
crets of hearts, and before whom 

there is nothing, hid in Heaven 
or Earth, and yet to think that 
we can-conceal our thoughts from 
his alkſeeing Eye, op a flat 
Contradiction ; as it alſo does to 
care for. nothing but what may , 
cauſe.an-eſteem 1n our ſelves, for 
our ſelves. We really. yalue 0- 
ther mens approbation., becauſe 
it confirms us in our own :. nor 
would 


rm, 
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[ 113 ] 
would the" vaineſt 'man alive” vas: 
le all the flarteries imaginable, if 
He thought he could not deſerve 
them. Yet in Hypocrific we muſt 
know, that we deſerve not the 
applauſe to which we pretend, and 
it is worthy of our "thoughts to 
enGuire impartlally, how men can 
reconcile theſe in themſelves ; for 
the moſt debauched Reaſon will 
not adventure upon any Contra- 
diction withour ſeeming re 
conciliation. And tho' at the firſt 
it may ſeem that want of confide- 
ration is the cauſe of this, yet 
this cannot be ; for if we know 
not that we are maſquing, it is 
no Hypocriſie; and on the con- 
trary, Hypocriſte requires 

refletion , becauſe it eds Le 
precaution. The Reaſon then of 
the firſt muſt be, That as to God 
we truſt our Reptnthinge) and to 
his Mercy ; as it forſooth; we did 
him little wrong, by making” his 
Creature appear more _— 
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than-it is, and. as if it might pre- 
judge his Service to let others ſee, 
that we are many times more wick» 
ed. than they, or that we did God 
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who does not 'difcern it. "The 
Cure then of this ſubtile Cheat 
muſt be by purſuing this Im 
ſture into its ſecret receſs, by ſce+ 
ing this Player before he put on. , 
his fine Cloaths and Diſguiles, 
turning all our thoughts to 
and from our ſelves, is ſe- 
riouſly and impartzally to every 
little circumſtance in the deſign 
that is to be conſidered.  - 

I have ofr-times admired the. 


bo; and of Cuſtom above Regs 

tho' Brutes, who ' want 
marr wr) LH is it 

» yet yut 3 

yet what a ſtrange an bor it, that 

in-men who have Rea 

tuyity, Caſtom bevomes not ay 

a ſecond Nature, bur overcomes - 

Niture, + and'iis 'a ſeeond Nature, 

becaiiſe 'it almoſt extirpates Rea- 

ſ6n,; which was our firſt Nature. | 

hot ma Fran? oo 

't 
yer it falls'{til weaker, a 4 
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ſo before Cuſtom, that even rhe ver- 
tuous and dutiful Ations we do, 
ſeem rather the effects of Cuſtom 
than of Reaſon. For if they proceed- 
ed from Reaſon; the ſame Reaſon 
which prompted us to do them, 
would oblige us toa&tvertuouſlyon 
all other occaſions. ' And we ſee that 


we alter our Vertues as the - Fa- 


ſhions and Cuſtoms of our Coun- 
try change. But to conclude this 

ulation, I cannot but won- 
der' that n man ſhould be call's 
reaſonable;; after he has truſted 


ther making Laws and Moulds for 
living happily and dutifully to 
the Multitude ' or Crowd ; the 


. worſt of all Judges ; and which 


we our ſelves contemn as an igno- 


Of which influence of Cuſtom 
over Reaſon, many different Cau- 


ſes occur tome z-tor ſometimes IL 
think that ms” eſtabliſh 'and- 
frx themfelves: if us: whilſt we are- 

yet 
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—_ giddy, and capricious Rab-| / 
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yet young, that Reaſon can nei 
ther defend it ſelf nor us, eſpe» 
cially as to unuſual Pleaſures) 
which are the and m— 
objects of our mn and like 
Weeds that have over n - 
nd, tho never fo fertile, 
the better L voy rom 
ing up. -To prevent w 
fs nceery che we each young 
ones to reaſon very carly, and ac- 
cullom- them __ a Chriſtian Lo» 
gick, that ' is better than what 
they can: kcarn 1m the- Schools: 
Thus we may - make (Cuſtom it 
ſelf uſeful rather than hurtful 10 
Reaſon , aod teach it to: ſerve, 
whereas now. it governs. . And I 
5m pm curd bis-habitual 


ſelf, That y/ Som even args fr 
.to 


Encmics were able 
themſelves from 
by refiecing; 


onits 
46W 
who was tonvime'd: that 


Treaſon, 
coals; 
:1that he 
— 


al 


him- 
fiedn - 


[117 ] 
did draw on more dangerous con- 
ſequences, could tad riade Gouk 
a cuſtom that was altogether hate- 
ful, without the leaſt allay of 
or advantage, to which 
the others might pretend. - 
Sometimes- I think, that Cu- 
ſtom havi nr 
titude which ſupports it, 
concur to pull back a well reſfol- 
ved Man from his vertuous reſo- 


, That \ſanabimur modo 2 carr 
| Sek Chriſt alto Wh 


Specs a and Seneca tells 
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throw out and diſpoſlels that De- 


vil whoſe name 1s 100: but 
the Mulritude is never fo corrupt; 
but that ſtill ſome are to'be have 16» 


who can afliſt us in 
Juſtly- -upon things; and _ by 


ſo remember , that we value.fo 
little the Multitude, that we ſtand 
not © we of what conf of 
us, when we are gaining Money; 
or ſatisfying our arid why 
then ſhould we ſtill ſpend all we 
have, and deny our ſelves all Plea» 
ſure in following Cuſtom, or court- 


ing Fame ; ſince Cuſtom and« 


1 are but the Dictates of the 
Multitude, an Ho which un- 
thinking men are torced to pay. 


the Rabble, becauſe they dare not. 


ſeriouſly. reflet on what oy a 
Mr caps. wy. be 

in hopes to make CE Toon 
to their Ambition, and thereafter 


Slaves, to their. Tyragn — 
at other t | 
o Clto hows rom our lack 
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who love the way that is chalked 
out to us, and think it fafe to 
follow, rather than lead the crowd ; 
cheated to this by a cowardly Hu- 
mility, which proves our never 
having conſidered the Nobleneſs of 
our own Origine : which is to 
be cured by a generous reſolution 
of deſpiſing difficulties ; and of 
being Slaves, as all perſons are, 
who love better to obey, than to 
examine the Diftates of others ; 
and we are moſt unreaſonable, 
when we have fo ſtrong deſires 
to lead the Multitude to our ruine, 
as in ſeditious Tumults and Facti- 
Ons ; a__ will be content to 
be tamely led by them in what is 
much nobler and of greater con» 


ſequence. How - much; more 
do we praiſe thoſe t Legifla- 
. tors, govern'd the Multitude 


by their Vertues, than thoſe 'Sy- 
cophants who, adored them by 
n 

there 

is 


ſubmiſſions 2 | There- 4s 
Vertue and Religion , 


x20 } 
is none dares reſiſt it x it is able to 
aſtoniſh as well as convince: nor are 
men ſo wicked as nor to deſire to 
be aſſiſted by ſome happy Genius, 
in whar they are convinced is beſt, 
And every man almoſt ſtands on- 
ly in awe of another, expecting 
and wiſhing ſome Moſes to under-« 
take their delivery. 

Selt-love ſeems to 
lead into =_ — , as 
hinki Moltir it! ery 
up their own inclinations, and is 


——_ check rhat Mulcirude 
from which it expeQs applauſe ; 


inward 
own weakheſs 


it needs 
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Joyes and Plegfures.' which poy- 
ſon 'us : when they ſetm-. ſweet, 
and cheat us when they appear. 

t. Jt yn} 02 
® One of the dreadfuleffetts. af 
our following the. Example of 0- 
thers, 1s: that we think its ſuf 
ficient to be as reaſongble-as they: 
And. thus we: fooliſh ,and unree- 
fonable Mortals, ſtint and bound 
one anothers goodneſs z; now-this 
we ſhall caſily perceive go be moſt, 
unreaſonable; ; when we:, conſider 
that no Man will fatisfie himſelf 
in being as powertul or rich as 
his Neighbours ;; tho; | theſe 1 be 
much lefs: defireable fox a, Soul 
and Spirit, which-is|the: Image of 
an Infinite God, and is, after all 
its beſt endeavours. here, - very. 
far from attaining to that degree 
{perieſine which is even. re- 
quiſite to the life-of- a Chriſtian, 
Devotion is,Q Race, and who. is 
it; that when he runs with many 
Rivals, will _—— hunſelf Q 


bb 


to forget thoſe things which are 
bebind, and to reach þ forth _ 
things this 'are before, 
wende: the mark ,, for ' the 
of the "big calling in Coreg 
Phil.” 4. ws g We are 
oblined to 


our Tpirinal uſe w) he fo 
is And 'would not 'we 
conclude him 'mad, who if he 
were putſu'd for his life, would 


not” defire 'to- be all danger, 
tut content 'hi rhat he were 
not rhe EPWnaI WIEN 


endeavoured to eſca 


Fl is 
© drags, tht ori ſo lead 


—_— we p© ' not 'where we 
ought to'go, + phos others 
have gone before-us, yet we oft- 


titnes efr to a comrary extreme 
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path, by a dire& pleaſing and 
following of chem; but finding 
&« Crowd before them in it, whi 


[ 2213, 
by -a contrary reaſon, which 
and' more dangerous 
other, reaſoning weakly 
ly from a deſign and de- 

be m—_— and conſe» 
7 to be admir'd ; thus 
his we oppoſe the 
we 
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have gone to Fame in the beaten 


they could not paſs by, they, 


Fame ; and tho they 
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[ 124 } 
alone till the laſt; ; cho; they. lovg 
to. be liogular, at! firſt 3! = this 
humour -is a __y great Enemy 
to true reaſoning; for» it intros 
duces. a .habit-o afguiog falfhy; 
and. it, is . difficult 40 - this: dark 
cſtate. to recover our-road ;; if'rwe 
- PRce, quit our light, one ,crrour 
emboldens us to- commit another, 
and. it is . the, punithment of it, 
gvhen committed ; - even , thoſe 
who. care not £0, oppole Truth, 
love. to be conſequential in theit 
oppolitipn. ; - for ro, do otherwale, 
were. to..be guilty ot a 'double 


and more palpable vice -in ree, 


ſoning. 

. Another great hinderaoee to 
right Reaſoning, is: Senſuality: 
For though..,1 am far .frori bes 

iog of their opinion, who-think 
the Soul nothing but the Animdl 
Spirits; fince we ex —_ ve 
how - matters can 
cately and ſabrily,.. yer; x ex 
no doubt but the tempers:of the 


bo 
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[ r29 ] 
Body rhas great influence on this 
Mind ;: -'and *rhat-/Sobriery - does 
purifre the, Blood, and make theſe 
animal» Spirits fitter Organs ' far 
the:Souly as0n. the other hand, 
Drunkennefs drowns it, Gluttony 
ſupifies. it, and .even after that 
time has cſfipared: thoſe © loads 
which, oppreſs-*vhe* Soul, there 
remains: ſtock of'i:Uregs which 
are cafily inflam'd into Luſt, Rage, 
and .other brutal: Paſſions; - which 
w 2/ more-laſting manner' inſhve 
i611: Pherefore: Pagans have Tee 
commended ::Sabriery. as a” Diet 
for” the ::Soub as well: as the , Bo- 
dy, and: rhe, Scripture Faſting, -as 
a' Religious Daty ; and” ſince 
there: is; none of 'ns ſo! Brutal, 
but: if we were about 'to Preach, 
Pleadgz-or aſſiſt ins publick'Ju- 
dicatufe ; -we ! would + be careful 
ta-avoid 'all. theſe Exceſles,,” leſt 
thereby our Reaſon» might be'di- 
ſturbed - or - Elouded ;: we ought 
much ;tnore:to-ſhyn!: them; | 'with 
E 3 an 
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an Eye to the fervice of. an Infi- 
nite God, and: the preſervation 
of our immortal 'Souls, minding 
in this the obſervation” of the 
Prophet, Wine, and wew wine 
take away the heart ; and the ad« 
Vice Mt our . See that 
wot overcharged with furs 
ſean and drunkenneſs. 1» 
| remain yet two vageos 
ny to co 
be fu and Raillery'; 
which the contrary” to: 


I define Bi to bea laying 
ſtantial poi br Dooe per or Wor- 


== 
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; | and got its name from an occaiian 


extravagant like it __ Rolland firſt 
Du oP verb. 


_ _ ra 
of Fraxce, for that Dutchy, refus' g 
to kiſs his Foot, - except the King 
would raife it himſelf to his mouth; 
and when it was tald him: that the 
Solemnity | conſifted in his, ;tak- 
ing--up' the! King's Foot. and kif 
ſing ©, he anſwer'd, Ne ſe bigot, 
Not & by God; Whereupon the 
Not fo by 
King and Court derided him, and 
the \Normans' were- from that oc- 
eafion. called Bigots, as they who 
adhered pertinaciouſly to Ridicu- 
lous Extravagancies. Theſe lattes 


thabingyon won 6. e of the 
orld,” produc'd\ multitudes, who 
———_—_ Reformation: for Hur 


and fecing ſome Devour 


_ admired for ſeparating from 
Idolatrous and Super ſtizious Chur- 
ches, becauſe they would | not 

F 4 reform 
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reform great and fundamental 
Errours, imagined. . that every 
thing was - to be ſtuck. at with 
the ſame zeal which theſe ſhew- 
ed in matters of - greateſt conſe» 

uence, and by a farther efte&t of 
the ſame zeal, they proceeded to 
. force others to-concur with them 
in their \extravagancies , which 
ſurpriſing /diſtraQtion . forced Men 
to-beſtow on them. the nam&of 


miſchief from it: nor could: 
matiſing ſerve, that being 
a polſitiveneſs in any Opinion, 
joyned "to; the vanity of. think- 
ing, that the Dogmatizer had 


right to dictate to others ; 'nor 
Opiniarity, becauſe that conſiſts 
only in adhering too ſtifly to a- 
ny Opinion in ſpight of the beſt 
Reaſons ; nor Schiſm, becauſe-/it 


F 


1 
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5" an unneceſary ation ; nor; 
Hereſie, for tho' cit! is an obſt-/ 
nate Errour 'in' ſome 1mportant 
point, yet it | is always in mat- 
ters of Faith ; whereas Bi otry 
reſts only in matters of ſmall im- 
portance ; bur/'tho''Bigotry pro» 
perly relſtes to » matters |Eccleſt- 
aſtical in our 'late ' acceptation;, 
yet it is by an caſte ſtretch u- 
ſed to expreſs *opiniatrities of all 
kinds; and if we confider its 0+ 
riginal, we -muſt conclude, that 
it' has been drawn to matters 
Eccleſialtick, - and is appropria- 
ted now to them," becauſe they 
are the moſt remarkable and fre- 
quent inſtances oreftets of this 
miſchievous . Principle. ' For we - 
may juſtly ſay, that Bigotry 1s the 
ondriaciſm-of. Reaſon, the 
Bedlam of Religion, and the Ape 
of Infallibility. | 
> Inftances ;of : this Bi igatry,; as 
- they are: very! frequent;: ſo they 
are very ancient; - The Apoſtles 
F 5 them- 


4 gl 
preach, di yet 
the Church by a dreadful Schiſm, 
which ſoon after grew to that 
beighth, that the Weſtern Church 
excommunicated the Eaſtern, for 
diftering from them in the ob» 
ſervation of Faſter. 
The beſt way to deter Men 


from yy their time and 
zeal in the ſervice of Bigotry, 


either as its Chaplains, or as its 
Emiſfaries or Execcutioners, will 
be to conſider 'the great defedt, 
under which it labours, and the 
fad eftets which it produceth, 
The firſt pernicious effect of 
-Bigotry, 'is, that it obtrudes on 
us thirgs of no moment as mat- 


ters of the greateſt importance. | 


Now, as it would be a greatde- 
tet in a Man's' ſenſe to _ 
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Star for the Sun ;z. or 1jn.. an. O- 
ratour to. tenacionſly on, a 
point. which. deſerved: no % 
ration; fo it muſt be a much 
greater errour in a Chriſtian to 
prefer, or even. ty equal a meer 
circumſtance to the folid points 
of Religion. 

But theſe miſtakes become 
more dangerous, by inducing their 
Votaries to believe, that becauſe 
they are Orthodox in theſe mat- 
ters, they are the only People 
of God, and all who joyn not 
are Aliens to the Commonwealth 
of Iſrael » And from this ſprings 
firſt, that they, .as Friends of 
God, may be familiar wich him, 
and, as Friends do one to another, 
may ſpeak ro him without di- 
ſtance or premeditation ; thence 
it is that we hear dreadful 
nonſenſe inſoleatly vented in ex- 
temporary Prayers, ſuch as would 
induce one to think that they 
do not believe _ to be a God 

5 to 
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to whom they ſhew © little re- 
ſpeR ;' for who can think that 
Infinite Wiſdom can conſider them 
as Friends, who dare addreſs -to 
him fo unſuirably ? Bigotry hav» 
ing thus. corrupted our- reaſoning 
in matters of Religion, it eaſily de- 
praves, it in the whole courſe of 
out: Morals and Politicks. 

The Bigots in the Second place 
proceedgo fancy, that they who 
differ from them are Enemies to 
God', becauſe they- differ from 
Gods People; and then the Old 
"Teſtament is conſulred for &% 
preſſioris' Yenouncing Vengeance 
apainſt them”: - AN Murders be- 
come” Sacrifices by the Example 
"OF: PSingat, and Ehud; all Rapines 
Are | WMlfowed by the T[fraclites 
borrowing the Ear-rings' of the 
Eeyptians ; and  Rebelhons have 
an Ranees forc'd Texts of Scrip- 

taze * brought to- patroniſe them. 
Bur I oftentimes wonder w 


they find Precedents in the Old 
| Teſta- 


w 
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Teſtament for Murdering and 
Robbing Mens Repurations, or 
for lying ſo AY for *whar 


they think the _=_ Old Cauſe; 
which God foreleeing, has com- 


manded- us not to he, even for 
his- ſake. 

The Third link of this Chain; 
is, | That they fancying them- 
ſelves to be the only Zſra:l, con- 
clude that God fees no fin in 
them, all is- allowable 'to them ; 
and ( as one of themſelves faid) 
They will te as goed to God anc- 
ther way. 

The Fourth is; That foch as 
difter from them are Baſtards, 
and not the tru2 Sons of God, 
and therefore they ought to have 
no- ſhare of this. Earth;, or' its 
Government ; hence flow theſe 
holy and vſeful Maxims, Domi- 
nion is founded: in Grace, and 
the Saints have the only right to 
govern. the Earth which: being 
once upon an occaſion earneſt| 
preſs d 
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preſs'd in Cromwel's little Parlia- 
ment, it was anſwered by 'the. 
Preſident of his Council, That 
the Saints deſerved all things, 
but that Publick Employment 
was ſuch a drudgery that it would 
"be unjuſt to condemn the Saints 
to it, and that the ſecureſt way 
to make the Common-wealth hap» 
py, Was to leave _ 
ous retirement, interceding for 
the Nation at the Throne of 
Grace. 

The Fifch Errour in their rea- 
ſoning, is, That ſeeing their 0- 
pinions flow immediately from 
Heaven, no earthly Government 
can condemn any thing they do, 
in proſecution of theſe their O» 
pinions ; thence it is that t 
raiſe Seditions and Rebellions with 
out any ſcruple of Conſcience, 
and believing themſelves the Dar» 
lings andFriends of God,they think 
themſelves above Kings, who -” 


F 


- 


<A 


( 135 ] 
only their Servants and Execy- 
tioners. | 
It may ſeem ſtrange, that 
fuch Principles as Bigotry ſug- 
ſhould be able to produce 
ſtrarge effets, and many fan- 
ciful perſons pretend it to be 
from God, becauſe it prevails fo. 
But this wonder will be much 
leſſen'd if we conſider firſt, That 
the teſt part of Mankind are 
weak or diſhoneſt, and both theſe 
ſupport Bigotry with all their 
might. Many virtuous Men alſo 
promote its Intereſt from a mi- 
ſtaken good nature, and vain 
Men from a deſign of gainin 
Popularity. Theſe who” are 4 
oblig'd by the Government joyn 
their Forces with it, to make t 
themſelves a Party ; and thok 
who are naturally unquiet or 
factions, find in it a pleaſant 
divertiſement 5 whereas on the 
other fide, . few are fo concernd 
for - Moderation' and Truth 
| 
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the Bigots ' are for their -belov'd 
Concetts. > 

There is alſo a tinſel Devo- 
tion in it which dazles the Eyes 
of _—_— People ; and this 
ariſes either trom the new Zeal, 
that like Youth, is ſtill vi 
- gorous, and has not as yer ſpent 
it ſelf fo as thar it needs to lan 
guiſh ; or elſe, from the Bigort's 
being conſcious that his Opinions 
need | to be diſguisd under. this 
hypocritical Mask. 

Severity alſo encreaſes the num» 
ber and Zeal of Bigots. Humane 
Nature inclines us wiſely to that 
pity which we may one day need; 
and few pardon the Severity of | 
a Magiſtrate, becauſe they know 
not where it mayſtop. I have 
known” alſo /ſome ' very ſerious 
Men, who have concluded, that 
ſmce Magiſtrates have not often- 
times. 1a” other things a" great 
concern fot Devotion, - their: for- 
-wardnels againſt theſe _— 
mu 
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muſt ariſe either from the cru» 
elty of their - temper, or from 
ſome hid deſign of carrying on a 
particular Intereſt, very .differenc 
from, - and oft-times inconſiſtent 
with the Religious Zeal they pre- 
tend. / And -generally, the Val- 
gar believe that all Superiours 
are inclin'd to cm ine over thoſe 
who, are  ſubjeed; to. 
' many, have alſo ſecret 
ton that. the ates are. 
League. with the Rn 


Church, nd and-its Hierarchy, which 
it; , Maigtamns 


Ip 
lacred, .and they are apt 
to conlider Churchmen but? as 
Penſioners, and ſo as Partizaris. to 
the Civil Magiſtrate. |; 57 
tem 06; hn Fn 9: 
uc as 
Men - ſuffer - difficulties , for. 
- this els! -was foreſeen by' 
' the Primitive Church, who there- 
fore declared, that nov P44», fed- 


Cauſa 


| tb... he, tupported As 
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a facit Martyrem. Chriſtian 
mm docs He allow a Mart 
to'fell his precious Life for an 
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Frivate ; however, this ſhoul 

prevail -with a Wiſe Magiſtrate , 
never to. _ Religious Opint- 
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ſtructions : The Orthodox Clergy 
ſhould *by their Pious Lives con- 


dacg\to this. Cure 3. and even Las! 
icks ſhould, by their ferivas'and 


Devour : Convetſation } convince 
them' that Sinſcerity'' and” Piety 
are not inſeparable from ſuch 'hu- 


morous Conceits: -/. Theſe poor 
deluded»! People: ſhould conſider” 


what : Miſclich and ':Defolmions 


thoſe F'u/cazos of Zeal have brought 


upon” this "Ifland- by their, m- 
fol Eruptions ; there being 
very few!Familics, in hee ne 


of-4 their Gh:dren have noe! beeh!” 
lacrifeed;;1o- this. Molech":: i.tyor. 
can” var” 'Navies 'or ' Armies 'fe>" 


cure us/ white | this Eneny-lodg- 
cth. within 'us;' / and is: cheriſhed! 


by. Us. - They -ſhould:ralfſo' cons: 
: Reaſoh 
leſitiis. it ſIf will at: lat overs: 
come thoſe prejudices, which, like! 


ſider 5 hw 4 R 


Meteors, may 'ſhine for a time, 


but will at-laſt-vaniſh into the! 
common and undiſtinguiſh'd Air. 


But 
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-:'Butthe beſt of all. Remedies, 
15, to conſider ſeriouſly the Do. 
drine and Pradtice-of our Blelled 
Saviour (to form our: Reaſon by 
which is the great: deſignof. this 
Eay) and/'therefore they ſhould 
remember, that-our [Saviour fore» 
ſeeing the 'inconſequentialneſs "of 
their Aftions, did obſerve, that 
they did ſtart at Straws, and ſwal-+ 
low [ Camels ;| that they —_— 
- Mint and Aniſe, = 
the great of the Law. 
Saviour.s-\reatoning in: the Parable 
of ther. Publican and Phariſee, 
ſhould! humble all ſpiritual Pride ; 
and; . hid and ſubmiſſive 
Forrt:of: Prayer ſhould bridle the 
indifcretioh of all rude Addreſſers ; 
te'ſuffered the Sons'of Zebedee 
to call: for Fire from Heaven, that 
he thereby. anſtrutt: the 
World: [1infukable their Zeal 
4s £0/ his Goſpel ; he reaſoned 
__ fighting Peter,' that if his 
King+ 


him; 
, after this 


ons of An- 
our Saviour: would 


he might call for Legi 
fun 


ht for 


frg 


any Aſſiſtance, 


think 
Peter, in his abs 
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by 
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would 
[with two Swords, fince 


ſehoe, wi 
he was ſo. 


Nor can I 
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ot; Brwts Food; for:Truth is m- 
t-and. Food of- the: 


deed! the 'Ligh 
Soul;  yet-miſſing it, after much 
* enquiry, and a. paſſionate ſearch, 


they do ether \conclude: there-:js 


none, ! ant) fo. laugh at all others! 


who ſeek; jt, or in-revenge, icon». 
tethn-: it-'as+; a: Cheat 51 and this 
breeds at firſt Raillery and Sa- 
tyrs; even 8s we fee, that when 
laaty are irebuked/þy a ſevere, 
Miſtreſs, they :pleaſe; or revenge. 
themſelves "in; railing ;at her, -or 
treating her _ in ridicule. . As 
States-men and Courtiers ſeldom: 


fail, ye _— off,-to uſe the 


Court and «> ppp 'from: 
which they - = Un, er the: 
ſame manner. ſince - t00- 


few ſeek after "= it ſelf, na- 
ked and unrewarded ; others a- 
gain __ of the toils-a ſeve- 
—_ wined an | rae 

Ol Ty as. che eaſieſt ; - eyen 
as''Men content themſelves with 
__ Plate, witen they cannot 
attain 


—_ 
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attain to true Gold ; and Raillery 
| has become by this as ordinary as 
' the falſe Jewels, with which fo 
| many gow pleaſe themſelves, - in- 
ſtead of true ones; and at a di- 
ſtance, and on the publick Thea- 
tre, even of buſineſs,” the one ap- 
| pears brisker than the other. 
Raillery 'pleaſes a}ſo mens Self- 
love' better than Truth ; for Truth 
is too ſevere to flatter our Vanity, 
| and too honeſt to ſerve our Re- 
venge ; whereas Raillery does 
| tempt the Jeſter to flatter him- 
ſelf, and. 1s an ordinary occaſi- 
on for others to flatter him as 
a formidable Wit: Nor can the 
World find fo fit a Tool for Re- 
venge as Raillery ; ſince few durſt 
even for fear of checks of Con- 
ſcience ſtab their Neighbour, or 
for Honour wound him when his 
back is turn'd, if it were not in 
a pleaſant jeſt, which makes Ma- 
lice paſs for Wit, and cheats the 
Satyriſts into a belief that they 
G deſign 
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deſign not to wrong him, but to 
pleaſe the company : The Hearers | 
alſo would hate ſuch Enemies to | * 
Mankind, if they were not, ſo ra | 
viſh'd with the way, that they 
had not time to think on the Ma- 
lice. This misfortune alſo attends 
it, that it tempts men to do or 
ſay many things on which they 
would not otherwiſe adventure ; 
preſuming that their Wit, which 
is ſo much admir'd, will alſo fright 
or bribe others from accuſing or 
puniſhing them. 

Truth is. a ſober. and equal Ples- 
ſure, free from all tra and 
hateing them, and ſo dull | 
and. flat to. young, and warm, Spi- 
rits ; whereas that paſſion which | ' 
accompanies Raillery , either, in- | 
Joy or Revengs, is. more vigorous | | 
and elevated ; and it, is i a 
wonder to think what force and | | 
energy there is in. the: Soul, when: | | 
the Sails of its Imagination ace | * 
filled with the, proſperous gale of | | 

Ap- 
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Applauſe, and by what fecret 
fprings the: Fancy 1s able- to raiſe 
it} to 'fuch heights when it : is 
warmly pleasd ; or what infinite 
mambers of raviſhing Images ap» 
pear to a ftrong Fancy : And how 
it creates ſo many pleaſant notions 
out of other Mens Infirmities : 
And what great variety and news 
neſs it conſtantly produces, form- 
ing always various Scenesof Joy, to 
the wonder even of ſober men: 
I deny not, but ſome do from 
ood Nature, and to' pleafe the 
verſation, ſcoff and jeſt, and, 
as I faid formerly, ſome ſeeing 
it ſo much admird, think it 1s 
truly good, it being a kind of mo- 
deſty, to believe that good which 
' pleaſes others; and 
bee wx. attend i, think it is _ 
rongeſt way © ing ;_ and, 
thus this Weed riſes and f reads, 
and we fit with delight under the 
refreſhing ſhades; and with theſe 
raptures of Malice or Pleafure, 
-G 2 Scof- 


= 


Wy. 


L 248 ] 
Scoffers'are ' ſo /much taken, that 
they have not the leifure,to think 
on "what they'-ought to-do, - or 
even 01: what they ate Goung.'s 
and thus they forget frequently 
the duty they owe tg great men, 
ro whom they have acceſs, and 
can hardly keep themſelves with- 
in that moderation in Converſa- 
tion, Eating, Drinkmg, and 0- 
ther Exerciſes that are requiſite 
for preſerving Health and Quiet, 
or for 1 obſerving the Rules of 
Decency and Diſcretion : I con- 
clude, That Jeſting and Satyrs are 
fo far from being a relaxation of 
Spirit to thoſe who are wearied 
with ſerious Employments, as is 
pretended, that they are oft-times 
rather a new - and ſtudied toil, 
and moſt of theſe extravagan- 
cies. could ſcarce be pardon- 
ed; like bitter and four Fryits 
which can hardlybe caten, except 


whenconfected with great care and 
expence. Butif we look further 
into 
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into the matter, we ſhall find that 
nothing wrongs more both Rea- 
ſon and Piety, and- is 'more- de- 
ſtruactive ' to true Friendſhip, 'or 
more inconſiſtent with Sincerity. 
" For clearing whereof we may ob- 
ſerve, that every Faculty of the Soul. 
contributes in a- peculiar way to 
our reaſoning : the Judgmeat does 
bring ſolid Arguments, the Me- 
mory Inſtances, Examples, and 
Citations, the Fancy or Imagina- 
rion beautjfies rather than illumi- 
nates its Objects with' Similies; 
Metaphors, and -other | Rhetorical 
Figures ; ſo that Raillery neglect- 
ing the other two, ſports it ſelf 
lightly amidſt thoſe Flowers, —_ 
out minding the great buſineſs ; 
and I have obſerved, that few 
who have been once bewitched 
with this way , ever minded any 
other. This ſuffers them not to 
penetrate further than the outſide 
of things, -and fo it is impoſlible, 
that they who uſe it'as their con- 
G 3 ſtant 
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ſtant divertiſement, can have any 
deep or can ſcarch into 
the bottom of Afairs, 

I have alfo obſerved, that Rail 
lery ariſes oft-times from an un- 
dervaluing of all perſons and 
things, and-nothing can be more 
cantrary-to Religion or Govern- 
ment than this is. To Religion, 
becauſe, when a Man contemns 
all chat God has created, he un- 
deryalues what the Almighty 
himſelf was pleaſed with, and: 
rejoyced in, and ſcorns fhoſe great 
Exemplars of Piety and Devotion, 
whom God has called his Friends, 
and Men after his own heart ; and 
ft in effe& he concludes, - that 
God ( blefſed be his holy Name ) 
made not good choice, and knew 
not how-to value men a-right, 
And therefore I ſtand aſtonith'd 
to hear Ballads againſt Moſes and 
David ſo much admir'd by ſuch 
as confeſs there is a God, that 
the Scriptures are his a 
an 
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ood States-men ; for none are 
uch, fave they who from.a Prin- 
ciple of Conviction and Perſwa- 
ſion, manage publick Aﬀairs to 
the advantage of thoſe who em-» 
ploy -rhem : Whereis they who 
believe that nothing is worth 
their pains, can never do any 
thing with 10n and vigour; 
and- ſince” they care not for the 
things themſelves, and fcorn fuch 
as employ them, they muſt ne- 
ver care for what Events attend 
them. Have we not ſeen ſome of 
theſe- great Wits prove the worſt 
of all States-men in our own 
days? and as far below the mean- 
neſs in management as they were 
above the wiſeſt in Wit and 
Sharpneſs. What Friends alfo 
theſe prove Is ſufficiently under- 
ſtood to thoſe- whom rhey have 
loſt for a Jeſt, after all rhe fer- 
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vices they. could have.done them * 
And. it , 1s very, obſervable, ;thet 
if Three  or- Four of -them- be: in 
a Room, - they who remain after 
ſuch Converſations will fall on him *Þ 
who is gone with all the malice 
ichaginable ; and we. very. ſeldom 
ſee two ſuch Wits true Friengs. 
I ſhall end theſe Refleions 
with this Addition, that gene- 
rally -Satyrs-. are .made yp 'of *| 
Impicty,, Malice or Baudery; {| 
the Firſt, . unworthy, of a. Chr 
ſtian; the Second, of a Gentle- 
man; and-the laſt, of a ſober 
Man; and in_ which Railers have 
Atheiſts for their Maſters, faty- 
rical Waſps for their Comrades, | 


and oft-times Fools and mad 
Men for their Superiours. « Un- 
happy Men who do things that 
they . muſt be aſham'd of, and 
whereof the pleaſure is leſlen'd 
in the preſent time by checks of 
Conſcience, and grows bitter af- 4 
terwards by fear of Torments ; a 

quality ” 
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quality our Saviour never coun- 
tenanc'd, which, his Favourites 
have ever 2zealouſly; decryd,; in 
which Buffoons and Players have 
exceeded the greateſt Kings, the 
moſt Renowned Hero's, and the 
Wiſeſt men; a cowardly extra- 
vagancy - which ever attacks the 
Weak, and a mercileſs humour 
which triumphs over the Unfor- 
tunate ; upon which accounts all 
men .make it their Intereſt to ex» 
poſe the Scoffer, - as finding in his 
Ruine their own ; Self-defence!; 
and becauſe they - know he! can- 
not be pleaſed except they | be 
miſerable, therefore they con- 
clade, that they cannot be ſecur- 
ed till-he be humbled. (url 
[ deſign not by this to leflen 
the eſteem due to true Wit, and 
that pleaſantneſs in converſation 
which ariſes from it as Flowers 
do from the Root. The Almighs 
ty certainly deſignd to make all 
men happy, and there 15 no hap» 
pineſs 
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i ure ; and as 
he he ſaw that 
all 
fo he was deſirous that Man might 

, both for mak- 


happy, and 
EE rms; cad thaes 

ity the tor, a 
fore to ſweeten the miſcries which 
naturally imbitter hamane” Life : 
God has illaminated fome with a 
pleafantaeſs of humour, which 
goyces the Sociery into which 
come, 2s the Sun illaminares 
er arp Peg Cn it enters ; 

are W ving peace 
of Conſcience at home, - there- 
by allowed to be glad ; and who 
having Wit, employ it in turning 
the right fide of things to them, 
underſtanding as well to find out 
whart is pleaſant in any Objet as 
Artiſts do to find a Mine of Gold 
in-a barren Mountain. This is 
the true uſe of Wit; and if at 
any time they uſe it to treat 
Vice 
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Vice or Extrav in ridicule, 
it is not from Malice to the Per» 
ſon, but from delire to re- 
_ him, _ Mankind by him. 
re is a Juſtice in Scourging, 
Defaming, and Baniſhing Vice ; 
and this Juriſdiction is given by 
Heaven immediately to ſuch: as 
. | haveſenſe; of whom, upon that 
| account, the greateſt Rulers ors Hum 
in awe; and ſo much reverence 
is due to them, that. the. reſt of 
Mankind beſtow. applauſe accord- 
ing to their inclinations: Bitter* 
neſs then, and fullen Morofeneſs 
' in Wits the. tyranny of this Ju- 
' riſdition: If jt be inſfolent, it is 
but the wrong ſide of this delicate 
Picture, a flaſhing Lighr, which 
at firſt dazles, but thereafter blinds; 
a delicious Fruit corrupted int9 
bitterneſs, and a beautiful Face 
wrinkled by fretting humours. 
The Ancients term'd Wir a Salt ; 
and that is not fit for Food, bur for 
Seaſoning ; it may be us'd plenti- 
tul ly 
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fully. in Converſation, moderately 
in Buſineſs, but never in Religion. 

They whoenter into a Faftion do 
not properly. reaſon weakly : bur 
deſert Reaſon altogether, as one 
does who leaves his own to go into 
another Country, whereof the Laws 
Cuſtoms and Language are diffe- 


rent. - The deſign and center 'of 
Facion is todrive on ſuch a ProjeQ, 


and adhere to thoſe who proſecute 


it.' And therefore nothing muſt be 
allow'd-or argu'd but with reſpe& 
to theſe, Henceit is that in vain you: 


reaſon with : therh ; ' for one! may 
tranſubſtantiate as ſoon as convert 
them, all that their Friends fay is 
unanſwerable, and they eontemn 
and-ſcorn what is faid by their Ad- 
verſaries when they cannot anſwer 
it ; there is no crime they dare not 
commit, for the: Guilt ſeems but 
ſmall when divided amongſt ſo ma- 
ny bearers, they warm themſelves 
by clubbing intoa kind of belief,and 
they vote themſelves into a ſhadow 


of 
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of: Infallibility; whilſt theftry out 
againſt others as Slaves to'the Go- 
vernment,they become really Slaves 
to the FaQtion, their Liveries and 
Chains being ſeen by all, except 
themſelves; but the great Salary 
with which their ol, arm is-to be 
rewarded, is Applauſe from: their 
Friends, or it may be the Moby to 
whom naturally their Appeal lies, 
and the getting into the Govern- 
ment, where they will be abhorred - 
for practiſing every thing they for- 
merly decry'd, & ſo have that repu- 
tation for which they toil d,blafted 
by their own old Arguments ;, this 
extravagancy isin it ſelf ſo unaccep- 
table to all devout and reaſonable 
men, that it is forc'd to uſe Railery 
to baffle Religion by Bigotry, and 
Reaſon by Railery;and I believe that 
FaQtion was the firſtintroducer of 
the one into the Church, and of 
the other into the State. 
My chiefeſt wiſh then ſhall be, 
that God who has ennobled = 
Wit 
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